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Hoc habet authoritas matris Eccleſiz, hoc fundatus 
veritatis canon : contra hoc robur, contra hunc 
inexpugnabilem murum quiſquis arierat . ipſe 

_ ronfringitur. S. Auguſt, de verb. Apolt. ſerm. 15. 
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IS Catholike Maiefte hath graunted and ginen licens to | 

Arnold Coninx , that he may print- the e named | 

 : The firme foundation of the Catholihe Hehpuen qgyent the bottome © 
ter putt ofhereſie , Tranſlated out of the into lngliſh by 7 

- Jdobn Pawnſfore Elquyer, vyhere in defence is made to A 
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| tu tranſutingtheſydireatesas ovell « t 
| could vhich Thanepat totheprint that you 
| (8h | may be partakers of it, truſting that you © + 
vull accept the ſame 4s a token of my good 
vill. Andifit ſhall pleaſe God 7 [nates | 
labeur ſogood ſucceſſe,as that any of you all Þ} + 
Wi  - yeceiue Graf therby : after dne thankes & 
| jo him that s author of all goodnes, I pray 
l | . you remember me in your deuont prayers, 7 
| vwhohaue not bene onmndfiull of you here 
© nthis mypoorebaniſhememt . CAndſoho- © | 
| | IE 0g ping you vill __ or amend ſuch aultes = 
[ \ | 45 you may findeythey in the tyanſlation or © © 
© primyng.I beſeche God friey you ſo much 
© light,asto findtheovayhome again to.the 
Catholike Church . Fareyonvoell. © 
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%s it hath bene ofien a great greef 
Ez 211to me toconſider hovu many of 
WAG you ( my deer frends and good coun- 
= trey men) nat al of malice but ſome of blynd- 
= mes, ſome other of a folyſhe Pars , others 
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2 allo for lak of inſtruttions and trevv infor- 


 matia of the holy Catholike Charch the true 
2 ſponſe of Chriſt , do daylie erre and lyue in 


* 


+ 
+ 


7 ſciſme &hereſie,diuiding yor ſclues by that 
= meanes from Chriſt hu myſtical bodie , 
= hazarding your ſoules to periſhe ray: 


= Enenſo of tate Idid not a litle reioyce wohe 


2 Thittby chance on 4 litle frenche treatiſe, 
= ooh ; doth tyuelie expreſſe, 3 as it vveare 

> in atableſett furth ſuch ſufficient, true, & 

© 3nfallible tokens of Chriſt hs Church, that 

| 220ne can be ignorant that is wvuilling to 

Þ learne , nor no man lefie in blyndnes that 

F vvil open hu eyes to ſee. And albeit my 
© [ky inthe french tonge « but ſmall,yet the 
= lone wohich Ibeave to you my Jdeare frendes 
# hath ſupplied that woant , and giueth me 


| corage to attempt ſomthing aboue my ſtrzgrh \ 
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HE VVHO GA- 


7 THERETH NOTWITH 


ME,SCATTERETH ABRODE: 
Marth: 14. 


mg Hr} tinsT\ 6 
{)) moſt necellary grotideofall'*'* £5 
cke agteable:ro Gop, 

is , thatit be done inchari- - 

F tic, in vnionof Chriſtians, 

pg & incheCatholike church: 757+ 

© and all that man doth in. _ *. 
Catholike church, is wel li- 
ked before Godfor thatiitis air were dipped 
in the bloud of his welbelvued ſonnel x s vs 
Chriſt, in whom he eakerh his good pleaſu- 
xe: of Whoſt grace and yndtionallthoſethar 
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| be Cathdlikes be prin > lowing from 
® him vponthemas fr 


m the head vpon the 
metdbers. Yeaicis 1'z'$ v $s Chriſt him ſelf 
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his Church ; Heprayeth(faicth $, Augu 
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THE FIRME FOVNDATION | 
ris fai Dotai- for O5,be prayeth in 95,0nd be is prayedro of v5,4s | 
nus noſter le- our Prieſt, be prayetbfor 95:45 our bead, ht prayeth 


{ti 4 $15” o 1 Ke | ". You iv» <4; | 
Ts Detour in v5:4nd as our God;is prayed to of vs. This is the 


} 
: 


ontinns, man, that Teſus Chriſt.is in him thechief E 


nobis: vt S3- agent, the which for his reucrence is heard of 


in rireuq'® uen it ſelf. Itis nor ſon hererikes, all chat 


Deus noſter yyhich is of heretikes, is accurſed and abo- 


pramr © 2%" mination before God:theirfaich; theirprea- 


8. Þs.chryho, -NES., al ates of religion comyng from them 
6;.inlean. axe nothingels but:curſed facriledge 8&pol- 

| lation. Ifrhey ſhould: raiſe yp the dead: if 
 - they: ſhould be more vviſethen Angels: + 


de vn;. Eccleſ: mone mountaines: if rhey {hould diſtribute 
CE Te all their goods to the cheriſhing of the 
re: if they {hould kepe herdentl continual 
virginitie: if they ſhould delyner their bo- 
-dies. to: be burned :- | if they: ſhould ſhyne 
-withan Angelical holines: all this ſeraerh 
them for \nothing; being divided” from 
the body of the Church: al this vvould nor 
© ! anything appeaſe the rigourof the erernal 
 -ireofGod vpon. them .. Core ;}Dathan; and 
_. Abjron ,did ſacrifice to the ſame God thar 
Moyles did, yea to'the only trew.and-al- 


r3 


2483} ——_ _ mighty 
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| pronodis, olory , the joy, andaſlucance ofa Catholike 3 


_—_ nay * Godinhim : and thisis the trewfirmament 2 
["Djoyje cape of the Catholikes', more firme thenithe hea- 2 
no 


or CATHOLIKE kELIGION. {4 


Z 1 *q We * dl. at ns Wy ES .* \ . TR. 
= mighty God bur for that irwas done indiui- 


ſion from the bod y of rhe C hurch, theearth 


= didopen and fwalowthem vp alive, with 
# their wines; their childre, their how holds, 
- *Z their Tabernacles, and all cheir ſubſtance: 


7 and morc ouer, the fyer of God did conſume 


Z 250. of rhe cheif that were-affotiated with 
2 rhem,and 14700. of the people, for that they 
2* murmuared atthar iuſtice : k 
'Z Gods vvrathe had conſumed all the people 
# wholy, bur for the vehement interceſBion 
2 and meditation of the Prieſthood of Aaron 
Z which did'appeaſe the ſame .' God doth riot 
> receauc Gerifice but of his Pricftes whom he 
* hath ordayned for thar purpoſe , and there is 
2 no ſervice what'fo ever agreablero God bur 
X thatofthe children ofhis Church.  _ 


nd the fury of 


Lernot the heretike flatter him ſelf with 
the holy ſcriptures, as pernerſe men do abuſe 


7 allchegyftes 6fGod Epieyink them other- 
= wiſe then'they beordeyned by 


us prouidece: 


ſo do they abuſe the holy ſcriptures them ſel- 


> ues. That hath bene alwaycs the cloke of 


impietic'of heretikes, they carie againſt Ieſw , , 
Cbrift, the figne of 1 eſus Chriſt”, fayth S. Augu- i Chet. 


ſtin; and take holde' of the Goſpel to make Fm porrant 
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engines to fight againſt it. "The Arrians &\corra Eui- 
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would not agree to any one point, if jr were gelium,de- 


Nato med. "agen nr \ + < Ha iplo Euange- 
nor expreſly in the ſcripture. The Mahome- tio gloriatur. 
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| ranespretend the goſpel to make for them, 

and alleage the fame for their ſoucraigne 

 aucthoritie. Thedeuil him felf hath cyred 
_ the ſcripture againſt our ſauiour, and thereof 


it is that heprepareth ſnares and cordes to. 


ſtrangle ſuch as harken to him , making that 
which ſhould bring.them life, ro be deadly 
ynto them , and conuerting bread in to. poy- 
ſon * It 15certain that the ſcripture is giuen 
vs of God for our faluation; & this principle 
cannot be ſhaken. When the holy ſcripture 
| ſpeaketh,itisthe maieſty of God which doth 
{hew histruth and his wil vnto men, vnto 

the which euery man muſt beare inuiolable 


reucrence , and yeld ynto itasto theaſſured 7 


and infallible yerditt of God his truth , ſub- 


mitting all his vnderſtanding tothe yoke and © 
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obedience of faith : in ſache ſorte, thatit is. * 


treaſon to God his maieſty and damnable ſa- 
Ta, Haijeas boldnes of humaine vnder- 
ſtanding to gaynſay the ſame, yeaoronly to 


be ſo bolde astothinke ic: for if anyone 


gainſay theſame , he cuttch him ſelf from 


_ God, and maketh him ſelf a companionof 
thedeuil : hejsan heretike,accurſed and re- | 
probate, & neuer {hall haue parte with God. 
or the holy {eripooes is the key which doth | 
22 1t is the way which doth | 


| 
open ys Paradiſe 


guyde vs, the rule which doth teache vs , the 


lampe | 


Fi 


* OF CATHOL1KE/ RELIGION, 5 

* lampe which doth ligten vs in the midde 

” ofthe darknes of this world:it is the lookin 
we behold theface of God, 
by the which hedoth Go- 

e, the witnes of his good wil 

d the inſtrument of -his alian- 
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2 the ſcripture-is like vnto cerraine, paynred 

* Images, which what way ſocuer you rucne, 

| 7 you, youthinke theireye foloweth you zyer, 
7 notwithſtanding,the right logkedach con- 5} mp0; 

7 ſt in ſome one point to-the workman in. 747% 

* tended, & rho(e = arecunnyngin thar aite 9pawons TU 
© know it very well. Likewiſethe holy (criptu- 799 Tz; 101 
* reistobe taken in many ſenſes, and farre 745 uxuys 
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6 — THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
-more then the 1criptures of men: for ſo 7 
muchas rhe ſcriptures do participate of the 7. 
nature of the author, Bur ſoir is thar God 7 


him ſelf is the author of the holy ſcriptures: 


whole vnderſtanding being infinite,the ſenſe 


of his ones te may be al{o infinite, Not- 


withſtanding there is one proper ſenſe, cer. 


taine, & aſluted inthe ſcriptures, whiche the 


holieGhoſt hath vouchſafed toreueale vnto 


men, which is the ſenſe of the Goſpel, thar is 


rolay, the right, trew, and natural ſenſe of 
e Prophets and the Apoſtles, 


the voyce of t 
whichisin eff 
Golpel dothinotebnt 
and dead character of the-writing: of the 
Euageliſts:Thole#hinges be butas an Image 
of tlc ſenſe of hel 

whar is prope#rly the goſpel: Tris the ſolemne 


publicartionof t 


th goſpel. For properly the 


ſtare of pn in Which he was; and ro 
reconcilehimroGod: geuing power to the 


. . Children of Adam , which belecue-in bis 
"name, to be made children'of God, rene. 
wing them in him ſelf, :andregenerating |? 

them to God by 'diuine Sacraments, bythe- | 


which he hath made them partakers of his 


4n figures of letters. 


Cc ofpel.But wil you know 


he-ſonne of God deſcended _ 
. from the boſom of his father,and1ſhewved in 
fleaſh for'to delyuer mank ynd: from the: 
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MM 
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® lifted .chem.vp with him from chavgeable 
*.rimeto the cternirye of his father. S, Paul | 
= doth definethe Goſpel, to be the mighty popyer Rem.r. 


atrayne vnro 


Ms - 
iN 


> ly,periſhable, & which, dadec: 
© xrue, ſoueraigne,, divine, Aya 
7 corruptible goods promiled 
> nyng of the world za 
* Propheres , & that w 
_*® nesto ger them , TobeL hort, the Golp 
 *Z anevvrelſurrection of the WOT de, andas iis 


_ 2 faydinthe Godl(pel it ſelfe,, it is the ſeed of 


7 And eth. 
of falſe Propheres, yyh 
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OF. CATHOLIKE RELIGION, 7 


* of God to; aluation,to al thoſe that b:leuc: char is 


2 rolay, avertu ſu pernatural,diuinely infulcd, 

= ennobling mans natyre-aboue itſelf, and 
> elcuatingirtoadiuine, eſtate , the whichof 
7 his. owne force and faculty he could neuer 
1 ,no not only conceiue the ſame: 1.4. 2: props 
* it is ſayeth.Euſcbius,that Goſpel which doth «=. 


© ſhewthe reuelatis © oods,not theſe earth, 
.dadecay , but ofthe 
echalling/and in 
fromthe begin, 
and forceold ofallths 
Tor the Goſpel is 


LT, 
{ 


4% 


wr 


” eternitie. All che matter is to knovye vyho be 


re 3 


Þ rhetme ſoyvers, anddilpenſators ofthe-mi, 
* ſeries,ofrhe Goſpel , that be ſent andauou- 
| ? chedof God - For God doth, nor anonchs 
© 2 allthoſe vyhich thruſt the ſelues into this 
| 7 divineembaſlage, he harhſaydrothe vyics 
7 ked;yvho gaue the;charge ro rehearſe, my: 
' 7 juſtic $& take my teſtamentan thy. mourh ., 
ſelfe.in Ezechiel, Trl. 49. 
runne | vvithout Extech, 1 3» 


ecomplayneth., 


7 


ich 
 A4 fſendinge. 


harem. 
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| S fv chat is,geuen ynto them, aridthoſe 


' reaſon, haue not the {j 
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® © THE FIRME FOVNDATION s 
ſendinge . They runne ſayrh he, and 1 ſent them | 
ner , they ſay thelorde hath ſaydit , and 1 ſayd no |? 
ſuch Worde, Our faviour' him (elfe-by his 7 
holy mouth doth adyertiſe vs ſaying : Tuke 7 


'beede of falſe Prophets 'Which come to- you in 


ſ heeps clothing , bict within they are rauening wol- 
ves. Now if in the traficke of this World, 
we feare ro medle with a falſe marchant, 


' how much more oYvgint vye to feate in 


the rraficke of everlaſting ſaluarion . If * 
then vvevyvil nor be deceaued , Sain& Paule b 


| therein'dorh gene vs'a true meane, vyhen 


heſfayth ; How [bal they beleue in bim whom 


they haue not bearde 2 And boy ſ hal they beare 
without preaching ? AndhoW (hal they preach yf © 


they be not ſent ? There neede nor fo much 


diſputing, norfo much making of bookes, 


ro confound the heretikes , Men do ina 
manerdefilethem ſelues vvhen they exami- 
netheirdo@trine: there is no donte bur that 
God is greatly offended with the 'oyertnuch 


: 


ich woldechat men ſhulde hears thein' © 
urit of the feare of 
re all other thinges i 


God. An heretike ; be 


ſhould be af ked nor whar he fayth,, bur of 
- whom heis ſent, and the marke of his fen- 
ding , And fo withourany morediſpuring he 


 ſhalbe confounded and pur to filence . For 
Er ed alucagg? Vp I neuer 


- 
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2 neuer heretike wasſent of God, they areal 

Ns F ” 'T. 

= of rhe ſpirit of the deuil, and al condemned 

"8H # + | | | | 

3 of God, what allegation ſo cner they make 

= of the holic ſcriprures.. The Samaritanes 

2} were heretiques, and did fortifie them {clues 

-* withtherexre of the lavy of Moyſes . Our ſa- | 


7 uiourhath condemned them'with his owne 
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* mouth, whenbeing aſked of the Samaritane 

bs | { honld be worfhipped in Hic- | HR Ine 
= ruſalem or in Samaria, he anſwered: AY 
* 'Worſbippethatyon know not , wee Worſ hipp that 
7 Weknowe: the ſaluationu of the 7e\ves. For it is 
= asyf hehadſayd you Samatitanes which 
= bediſtracted from the lewes ,”yon [hal hanie 
nothing inthe treaſure of ſaluation, andyou 
can not buterre. This only yoice thundering 
from heauen, you Wor ſbipp that Jou kno not, 1s 
a ſufficientflaſhof lighrening to ouerthrow 
all that theſe deuided felowes fr6 the Curch 
can imaginero hane”, eyther holic or godlie. 
Let no mi be onertake by the deuil through 
ignorance of this doctrine. S. Auguſtim | |, 
reacheth ys clearly : that althou gh. heretikes rus; $00 

do preache the name of leſus Chriſt , yer thar £a%1*. Ko 


lohan, 4. | | 


name is not their ſcur groiid as itis toCatho- 
likes , butremayneth properto the Church 

only : for if one confyder aduyſedly'thar WER En 
which belongeth co jour Chriſt ; "he ſhall OR 
nor fynde iramoneſt hecetikes'wharſo'cucr, | bebe IOYS 
Tn '' -£  butin 


[ 


Opalli.3.S 6. 


Which is incloſed therein, iscouerd, wel als 


tes ofrhe ayre,of theeues,and of all ex rernal 


+ Where the brides ſearchingtl 
their death ; wheras the Church is a 


tier howſe in the which, God doth dwel, 


fall mouth,that they holdethe ſonne 
for the redeemer of. the yworlde, but not- 


thoſe woords, becauſe they ſpoyle bym of his > 
vertue & dignitie ,that which S, Paule ſayth 


7M] 


kh eepe not. 


is truly pfoper vnto them: that they epe no 
the beade, Where of the Whole body ( which is the 
Chutch ) by ionntes & bande ng FampeZe, 
groweth to the increaſe of Gad. And according to 
this , Opratus roperly ſaych that the 
ding of heretykes is but only a wal which 


'hath nocorner ſtone nor couerture a boue, 


in ſuch forte that.ifrhey make a gate, hethat 
entreth in, is alwayes withour , ſubiect to 
wyndes, rayne,tempeſt,theeues,and towylde 
beaſts... Burthe Catholike Church is an en- 


and hedwelleth not in any other. Althar 
ſured,& out ofdaunger: of the incommody=- 


harme. Furthermore he comparcth herelie 
ro actificial frees , which fowlers'fal hion.in 


likenes of a natural tree, having the ſhew; | 


ofa true tree , bur full of ſnares and of gleyw,. 
true, 
tree 
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, OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION, I1 
> tree indeed, full of good fruits, without ſma- 
'® res and fraude.Buraboucal. $.Cyprian hath 
2 very wel (ayd that herefie and idolatrie bein 
>the ſame damnaris, as daughrers ofthe ſame 
>father; when(fayth he) by the! coming of 
*Ieſus Chriſt; the light being reucaled vnto 
” rhe gentiles, and the ſonne of (aluation (hy- 
7 ning to-the face of al people, thedarknes of 
2 idolatry was chaſed our of the world , Satan 
'2ſeing his (eatesand templesdeſolate, and his 
Idols forlake of al people on te earth , which 
*didrunne vntothe Churches of Ieſus Chriſt, 
* he founda new craft vnderthe ſelf fame na- 
© me of Chriſtian, to intangle them that were 
= not wel aduiſed and to make them fal from 
> the grace of Iefus Chuiſt:thar is, he hath tur- 
> red vp hereſies, with the which he hath ſub-: 


Lib,de unit, 
Eccleſ. 


2 uerted the fayth., corruptedthe truth, and.. 
© broken thevnite of concorde :-inſ{uch forte; 
- that thoſe whom he can not longer hold in 


© theanucient way of blyndnes), he hath de- 
2 ceaued by the error of a new way? & ſo ſpoy- 


= them with an other kynd of darkenes, to the 
> endthar.notcontynewing in, the vuitye of 
= the Church ,,they may,yer cal them \ Ai 
© Chriſtians,and walking.indatkens,they may 

 perſwade them clues trohauethelight: ma- 
$ King them blinde withour perceauing their: 
MT "> LES blyndnes, 


®lerh menteuen withinthe Church,deceauing | 


[ _ ——_ 


prom < 


” THE FIRME FOVNDATION | 
blyndes , yeathen when they thinke them 
. ſelues moſt ſure of the light . For as he is a 
" _ © cunnyng woorkeman to transforme him ſelf | 
| | .  oftenintoan Angel of light,heleaderh them 4 
'8 ' Into likelihoodes of truth, that he may (o © 
ol deceiue them inthe truth : affirmyng the 
j night forday , death for life, infidelitye for | 
faith, Antichriſt ynder the name of Icſus ! 
Chriſt. And ther js notany abſurditye how | 
monſtrous and foule ſo euer it be; tharhe © 
_ doth not makethem receyue, and that very 
greedelye, and having once bleared them | 
with his iugling tricks, he holdeth theyr *' 
indgements {a faſt tyed and hampered , that 
they can nor fee the very open and manyfeſt | 
rruth: ſo that hauing.now no more roote in x 


God,they be caſt into a teprobare fenſe, tur- 
nyng to their ownedeſtruction al that is pre- 
ſented vnto them, and ſtickenotnowro tid 
and £m oo rai him ſelf / Now, to 2 
| BREE chem wich luffer them ſeluesrobedeceiued,” * 
FF it happenerh(fayeth ot.) ag ) fornot 
ſearching che' rruch of faith by: the righe 
= way, according to'thediredtion of our hea- 
W ucly Maifter, whodoth ſend vsr0othechayer 
W of S. Peter; which of his proper auQoritie | 
| byprerogatyue he hath ordeined to be head,” | 
| &asthe fountrayne & roote of /his.Church, 
And this was a greate benefit of God, that he' 
me þ bow | | v.06 hath 


: 
7 
> 


, Þ heretikes in the world haueperiſ hed, doe 
7 periſ he now, and { hall al wayes periſ he: for 
that they like not , not ſauournor the Sacra- 
| mer of the vnitie of faith inthe vniuerſal bro 
2 therhoodof the Church, noracknowled 


 thatthere is one certain Church, rhe only 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. tr; 
hath giuen acerraine ſeat tohis Church , as 
auncyently was the chayre of Moyles, tothe 
end that in che doubtful points of faith, men 
myghr haue 2 placeto reforte vnto,, asto 


_ ® certeine Vniuerlite, to receiue theiriudge- 
®Z menr and reſolutis, and ſo to kepe the vnitic 
2 offaithamong ſo many dyuers nations that 


wereto enter in tothe Church. 
This is certeinly the poine whereby all 


morher of al the children of God., which is 


-only holie, -Catholike , and -Apoſtolike: 
vnto whom, Ieſus Chriſt her ſpouſe & head 
®* hathgiuen the character of the order of his 
2 eternall Prieſthood, the keyes of the realme 


of heauen, & all aucthoritie ouer his howl- 
hould: varo whom he hath promiſed afſ3- 


Z ſtance of his holie ſpirir vntil the end of the 


worlde : in whom is the wil of God, the for- 
giucnes of {innes., and the diſtribution of 


graces : who only hath the woord of God in 


ping,thepuredoctrine of the Goſpell,cthe 
true vic of Sacraments: ro whom only there- 
fore doth appertain to iudge - of ans 
$2 _ tenle 


"OO Epbeſcs 
1 ee» ag 


\men: whoſe indgements inearth be ratified F 


in her comuni6 asthe beames of ths ſunne, * 


her head, as the beames to the body of the 2 


no faith,and he can neyther hauethelife nor * 


head of which bodie, isthe ſonne of God le.. * 


is THE FIKME FOYNDATION 
ſenſe of the holy ſcriptures, and ro decyde. 
the controucrlies of faith that riſe among. 


in heauen : which Church, ein but one if 
and vndiuided in faith , yer extending it ſelf If 
as long andas wyde as the whole world, en- if 
crealinge & multiplyinge dayly without end | 
or lymit,, continueth infeparably vnited to ! 


ſunne ,not liuinge but of his grace,nor brea- 
thing but of his ſpiric, and not ſeing butof FF 
his light : and who ſo cuer kepeth not this | 
vnitic, he kepeth not the law of God, he hath ! 


bins whe, © 


the (aluation of Teſus Chriſt. It is S. Paul him * 
ſelf chat reacheth this Sacramer of the vnitie © 
of faith inthe vniuerſalitie of the Church: * 
as there is nor { ſaith he ) bur one ſole God, * 
lord &father of all , ſo there is bur one fairh, | 
one hope,one truſt,one bodie,one ſpirit :the * 


ſus Chriſt, who being him felfthe ſpring cf : 
lyfe enerlaſting, doth inſpire lyfe to all the | 


'£ 


bodie,& doth furniſh it dayly with ſtrength | 
by his holy ſpirit. Who ſoeuer isnot a mem- 
berof thar bodi2,, can not take lyfe 'of the 
ſpirit of Ieſus Chriſt : heis a ſtraunger : heis 
prophaned: heisanenemie, he is dead, drye 
1.04 ee, and 


So» FA OS * © ow ek Wo, fy ON td 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGTON. 19 
and wythered without moyſtureofalldiuine 
grace, andrhar no part of the promiſes and 
 Ecurfrom the true ſtocke , appointed to the 
Fer to be burned. If any of thoſe which were 
Zout of the Arcke of Noe vvere faued, thoſe 
allo ſhalbe ſaued which are founde our of 
Bthe Arke of the Church.If the river cut from 
Shis ſpring dryerh not yp: ifthe braunche di. 
Ruided from the tree can bear fruir : if the 
member cut from the bodie can take lyfe 
Rof the ſame bodie : then allo the manthar is 
Rdinided and cut from the Church, ſhalliue - 
Zof leſus Chriſt, He can not haue God for his 
 $father, which wil not hane the Church for 
Fhis mother : and hecan not be vnited with 
God, which is nor ynired with the Church. 
FAr the ſame inftant that man doth ſeparar 
him ſelf fr6 rhe Church, he dyeth from leſus 
Chriſte, and leeſeth che grace of the holy 
3 Ghoſt. For cuen as the vniuerſal ſenſiblelighr 
Fis ryed rothe bodie of the ſunne which doth 
Fſpread and diſtribute irto all the world, in 
#the abſence wherof, there is nothing but 
Edarknes : euen foal grace of reconciliation 
2 to God, was annexed to the bodie of leſus | 
Chriſt: yearo this bodie of his which dayly 
groweth'by increaſe of the choſen, preordi- 
nate to Iyfe eucrlaſting , which is the bodie 
Fe oftl e 


ay} 
Fu — is 


Ercwards of leſus Chriſt : he is the braunche lohan, 1 1. 
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of the Church , which he'doth gather roge- 
ther,taking out from the heape of mankynd 
- al menof good wyl 5 which haue bene, ace, 
| and Chalbe, tothe end of theworld : out of 
- which bodie there is but the wrath and ma- 
lediQion of God. Search where you wil: out 
ofthis Church , you ſhall fynde nothing but | 
 deathi. Tobeſhort, hewhich isnotin the 
| Church hath no God: he hath his owne pro- 
per iudgement,, his phantaſlte,, and his owne 
preſumption for his God : hemaketh him 
Aelfean Idol; & doth worſhip only his owne 
imagination inplace of God If fach a man 
_calleth him elf a Chriſtian ; that is as the de- 
_uiloften ſayth he is Chriſt: and if he be kyl- 
 ledfor hishereſte, that is no martirdom , bur 


_ therewardof his herefie,, which is not yet | 


_ al purgedby his ownedeach.Dying he goeth 


_ to yeld and ioyne him felf ecernally to cheſÞ . 

_ darkenes, which he hath worſhiped ;and 4 
to his head which is the deuil, There is w' 
no martirdom nordeathprerivus before Gad Y 1 
bur in t he catholique Chutch: inthe which} | 


* onlyisthegraceof che Goſpel of fefus Chriſt: | 
'che which only the doth preach infinceritic - 
and truth, and without any hazard or poſh- (| 


| bilirie to erre + becauſe ſhe rakerh her di-fl 


| tection of the holy Ghoſt, & of the tradition} - 
of the Apoſtles, and of the holy ſcriptures] 'in 
[T6 | WL rogether; } -- 


& andnotonly rhe ſenſe burthe letrer and rexr 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION, 15 
rogether; which be the chtee  gronnds ſer 
downe by che holy ſcripture itfelf : the 
which doth ſhewthat nor {hee only buyl- 
deth vpthe Churche, bur'is alſo holpen of 
the traditions of the liuely: voyce of the A- 
poltles,to the which \ he ofren tymes refer- 
reth mens Kepe'(fayerh S. Paul) therraditions :.Thef.s. 
Which you haue learned of me, bet by Woord or by -% cpm 
our epi : anditis written-irvthe Actes of the didiciſtis, fiue 
Apoſtles thar in al places whear $. Paulepaſ: pet fmank 
ſed by, he recommended roche Churches, to g01; Foftrs. 
kepe the ordinances of the Apoſtles and of theelders, #1 1-& 16 
which yerethings not writren; When the f 
Apoſtleshadplanred the Goſpel, theydid nor 
ſay al things at one time , nor in one howre: 
Z norwroteal that they ſayed:; bur-according 
& asoccaſion was/giuen, they planted their do- 
_ Arine: ſo'thatthe holy ſcripture-which we 
-hane ofthe Apoſtles and of the Euangeliſts, © ''* +» 
| dsnotiſo muche a full do@rine of faith, a - 
 witnes of the faith that theypreached, Now 
_ifweewillgoe higher :thelaw of Moyſes c6- 
liſted no leſſe-in traditiorthan'in writting: 


_ thereof was to be learned by tradition, For 
_ they hadtheſcriprures in manerbur by half: 
the pointing beeing not. yer put-to = he- 
brew text; Bueche holy Ghoſt alwayes hath 
in formed the Chutch ofche cruetradirions 
ha NBR) gs 
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it THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
and the true ſenſe of the ſcripture , in ſuch. 
force as the: Church and the holy ſcripture 
are ſolinkedrogether, thar they. both be as 
an indifſoluble cheyne of golde. The Church | 
is notaboue the ſcripture, but rhe authotritie | 
of the Churchdoth ſhew the true ſcriprure, * 


- =, And whenthe Church hath need of whollo- 


Devt.' 7. 
AMalach. 3» 


JKlau. 19. 


| © me information,f he doth goe'to the (cripru-. 
. re: and if there be any darknes in the {criptu- | 
re,the holy Ghoſte is giuen. ro the Church 
for to interpret the ſame. Euen ſointhe olde Þ 
law in al difficulties, that roſe, the lavy of ' 
» Moyles ordained that they {hould goe to the | 
'H & rieſt forthe tyme being, and that they | 
Chou d folow hisverdir, not turnyng either | | 

_ tothe right {yde or the left, vpon,paine of 
| death. TheProphers alſo ſent: them thether, Þ. 
and in the Goſpel ir (ſelf our fauionurcom- | 
maundeth, that if any obey not.the Church, | 
he be degraded from the name of Chriſtian, | 
__andholdenforanEathnike :letno man noxyy | 
_ keke excuſes in a corner. | God hath ap.. | 
pointed ataltymes the prieſts of the Church | 
preſent, toiudgethe preſenticontrouerlies: i 
_ and willeth that men ſhould repayre voto 
them: his holy ſpirit aſſiſteth them. to thar if 
end. He hath not promiſed vs inthem more 
then in other men, example of holynes: but 
he hath promiſed ys by the the Ogle of 
. | $ [LU 
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Or CATHOLIKE RELIGION. x 
his cruche.. .Oh that alchoſethac doerre in NN EN, 
faith did know the vertue of the name Ca- YN, 
tholique, and the horror of the-name hereti- nn 
Z ke: how the Catholique in! his faich', doech ON NEIGSL 
2 renounce his own reaſon, hisown indgeme, 
2 his vnderſtanding,his wil, and-all;his ſenſes, NN W/E 
7 forto heatken fimplie and abfolucely-vnto 
# that that the Church dorh reache; howon 
* the corrarieiſide, 'the heretike doth groide & 

Z builde his fayth vpon his owne: judgement. 
Z They ſhould; :knowe that the! name Ca- | 
tholique,isa name of repole n-God; a name a 
7 vrterhiedenying him ſelte, toirhe end he may 
Y # beouer whelmed in God : and thartoleane 
*.  andſtaic! ypon the Church), is) to leane and 
f | ſtaievpon i him ſelfe : and that,contrarie 
wiſe to ſtaye ypon; him ſelfe; that, js ro ſay 
7 vpon his owne iudgement, isro ſtay him ſel. 
» } fevponthe deuil ; they ſhould knoyve thar 
» 7 che Church reacheth the people faythfully, 
3 and thar ſhe is aſſiſted of the! holie Ghoſt: 
$ that ſhe hath the creyverraditions of the A- 
7 poltles:anddorh rake the ſcripture in: the E= 
Y uangelical fenſe; ſayeth nothing ofher (clfe, 
| purteth nothing of nevve, dothe not make . dA 
| anyarticleof fayth:.but only giueth yvitnes 
of the Euatgelical ſenſe, anddiſcerneth the - 
good from the euil paſture,. enen: as the 
holy Ghefidarhrexeale to her, in. common. 


i.Tim.; . 


 $s-itcerteinthatthe holy'Ghoſt-is che ſoule 
andlyfcoftheChutch, by whoſe: direction * 
ſhecannevuererte , 'forwhich cauſe S. Paul | 


20 THE FIRME FOYNDATION 
And contraryvviſe that the heretike is not 
ſtirced bur of his ovyn particular ſpirit: hath 
nor any tradirion but of his owne proper ma- 


king:taketh the ſcripture ina ſenſe by him 


ſelf inuented: handling the fame'as if him | 
ſelf were the authour:making him {clf a pro- 


_ pherrohymelf, and iudge of God:and fom- ; 


eymes ſetreth him ſelf aboue al that which is * 
God: in ſommuch that he doth iudge by his | 
owne priuate ſenſe , the eternal woord of # 
God: inſuch ſorrasal herefie maketha new *' 

paradox,8-purtcth a new ſenſe, neuer Evan- | 
gelized,not of the holy Ghoſt,bur inucred of 
Satan, by he mouth of one particular man. * 
The ſpirit of God'is not particular, butcom- * 
mon::and the ſame is in:common to the *' 
Church, ro whom hath bene giuen the aſſu *' 
rance'iof the holy Ghoſt, ro ſhew'vnro heral ? 
rruthe: iſuch ſorte, that; asitis certein thar | 
the holy Ghoſt isauthourof the ſcripture: ſo | 


doth cal heryhepiller and:ground of rueth.'And | 


o 


5.47. 16-chisis irthat' $. Auguſtin did confeſſe, » lord | 


3 2.coſeſſ.c,25 
| Veritas tua \,' / * | thybmghy thats" 4 
eſt domine no'0? That MAns: but it is enerie- mans, Whom thon pu- 
_- nec il- © Y 
 Iius,autillius; 
ſed omaium 


o X 


(fayerh he) thy rrueth is not myne, nor this mans, 


blikly-callefte toghe communion therof, Warnyng vs | 
tharwtake greate bred 1o-0þ 


nay r6-chalenge that 
mn private 
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in priuate, leſt ſo ve be ytterlie deprived of it. For pottri, quos / 
be Which ſpeckethof bis one zellethn lhe, And as go mine: 
3 many particular opinionsas are.inthe world, vocas, terribi- | 


3 ſo many banners are.there diſplayed by oggerrey 


deuil. Arrue catholique doth clerange him tam veritars 
ſelf as much; as-he can from particulay Mbcamus ma 
opinions,2nd from al attributing to him (elf, on. r. 
his being, his living, his power and knowled-, 
- Z ge,aud neuerdoth vie thelgtermes.: I am ;; 1, 
| 2 can, 1 vil,as for me, this is myopinion , and luch. 

7 like ſpeches,which be termes of deucliſh ar-, 

7 rogancie, He dares not ſo.much as to lay, of, 


a _ q 


him (elf that he is a part of Chriſtendom, 
ſtanding as it weat by him ſclfalone:bur hol. 
deth this fora principle that, he, can nor ſo. 
muchas thinke anything, that good 1s wars, 
2 houtthe continual dependence of God, and, 
7 inſtruction of the Church: vnra whom inall 
7 ſimplicitie, and.in deep humlitie, he leauerh; 
Z himſelfco/beedified and inſtructed, cucnas. 
alicle childe of his mother: ſo. thatir is in a. 
2 maner cafjer.to.plackeaſterre our of the ele- 
2 ment, than. to plucke arrue catholique, our, 


- 
"_ 
®. 


* 


2 ofthe bolomeofthe Churche... Litle Iacob. 
when Rebecca his mother commanded him, 
to faigne himſelfro; his father: that he was. 
Eſau,to.getthereby his blefling, he anſwered, 
like a childe, that he feared, leſt, the deceit.» 
being diſcoueced , he { hould procure hym.» 
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| = THY FIRME FOVNDATION 
© ©, | ſelf malediftion inſtead of benediction: bur: 
Eeefe27. then his mother fayd to him,tharmalediatis' 
| 3» (my ſonne) beypon me: only obay thou my 
'55:VOYCe in that. I commaund the: which he 
3» did, and was blefſt : euen ſo itis in our obe- 


dienceto the Church. If the Church hould 
deceiue ys,then vpon her bethe maledictis, 


 tovsdoth b: wh the glory of obedience, 


with the which we be very wel afſured to 
obteyn theeuerlaſting benediction. But now 
the Church can nor deceive vs, yeal ſay fur- 
ther, that the iniquite of him thar is in the 
Church, is berter, that is ro ſay, is letſe da- 
nable then the good works of him which is 
in hereſie. For if one of the howlſ hold ofthe 
Church haue ſinned, he hath but committed: 
that finne wherein he is fallen : the whichis 


©" blotted our by pennancein the Churche,and 


he may obrein the romiſles of the kyngdo- 
me of heauen: but he which is fallen-out of 


| the Church, finneth alwayes, & inal that he 
| doth: foralthar which is notof faith, is {in- 


ne,as S.Paul faith. Yea although hedo pen- 
nice yetci heobtein no pards, becauſe inthe 


| facietie where he is , there is no remiſſion of 


Gnnes; there is no good worke merirorius, 


| -NOpennance, no vertue to be rewarded wi- 
| rhelifecuerlaſting where faithe is not : and 


rhat perſone dothe not fruitfully fulfil any: 


| EComaundement of God which doth not ful- 


fil the 


—— 
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OP CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 2g, 
fil che ſame inthe Church, The pretended, 
_ good works of thoſe which -be out of che. 
_ Church, be like aſivyft-running; our of the. 
 Way,and lyke;great paynes' taken for amat-; 
| terof nothing, where no reward isto be got... 
_ ten, He which runneth out of theliſtes, { hal 
- never carie away the price : he maſt be fictt, 
with in the barriers of the Chaurch,ſcing that, 
 thecourſe of good woorkes {halbe crowned: 
according to the merits of the rightuoulnes. 
of eache one: I meane according as cuery one: 
 Fhal ſhevv hymſelf valiant,and couragious, 
nchriſtian ſpirit, and according.as the neyy, 
- regenerat manin him hathe brought foorrly. 
duefruits , and effets of his regeneration. , 
There is. no- good withour. the {oucraign, 
| good. The ſoucraign good, is God, . God, Ic- 
ſus Chriſt, and the Churche, are three things; 
| coherentandfalt vnited together. . There is 
| noacceſle to God , bar by. Ieſus Chriſt: and 
there is no acceſle to Ieſus Chriſt, bur by the 
 Churche: let no man (fayerh S. Ambroſe} 
| accepr wourks, done before faith. Faith. 
| 15 the ſoule of good woorkes, without the 
| Whichthey bedead, and be nor to be rewar- 
_ ded with lyfeeuerlaſting:faithis the ſaule of 
| ourſoule, the ſabſtance of man, in ſuch forte 
_ as man without faith is without ſubſtance. 
| True it is that an heretyke renouncing] his. 
| hereGe is ſtraight wayes cleane, and incorpo- 


rated 


2 THE FIRME FOVNDATION ; 
rated'againeto'theChurch,and asa member, | 
partaker of the prayers of alt the vniuerſal | 
Church, he is made woorthy of the bodyrof 
leſus Chriſt,afrer he hath purelie andencier- | 
lie renounced his herefie; in which cafe a | 


} 


- fornicator repenting hath need of teares'& | 


| 4 


of tymeto be throughly clenſed ,'and to ex- 
tinguiſh vtrerly the concupiſcence which 
hath occupied theſoule, and dehiled the bo- 
dy,the reliquesof the one being harder to be. | 
healed, then of the other : butif the one and 
the other die in their ſinne, the hererike (hal | 
|  carie a more rigorous iudgement than the, , 
fornicator. This point then is without con-'- 
tradiction that in all the vniuerſal vvorld, | 
there is but one only Church, vvhich doth 
adminiſter -eternal lyfe : vyhich hath cthe' || 
keyes of the kyngdome of heauen: in vvhich | 
yoo deeds be revvarded vvith lyfe:euerla- 
ting: vvhich dravving our of the holy Scrip- 
tures the right line of interpretation both: 
prophetied and Apoſtolical according to the 
{enſe that hath bene preached andraughr, 
geneth her children aſſured certentie of the 
good Pans knowledge of the euil : wh6- 
who to obeyeth not,ſ hal neuerſee God. For: 
this cauſe S:; Paul" according ro the care: 
vvhich he had more then fatherly ofthe ſal. 
uation of men , doth cxhotte-yery earneſtly 
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OF CATHOLIXE RELIGION. 45 
eo be carefull , to kepe the vnitie of ſpirit :-: 
which is ro hold them ſelues, 1oinr, farme, 
and locked'in'the boſome of the Churche: 
-knowing that eucrie where out of the ſame | 

_ dwelleth death , and that euerie- particular 
alſemblie our of the ſame is the Synagog of. 
| Sathan. ' All diuinitie out of the Church is 
vaine, falſe, baſterdly, c6fuſe, ful of deceit & 
impietic. When the hererikealleageth woor- 
des of the Goſpel that is now no-more(faierth 
S. Hierom) the Goſpel of God. The Goſpel in 
their moath becometh the woord of man, 
and the woord of the deuil : the trueth is 
poyſoned by their leauen, in fuche forte rhar 
1risaltogerher vnlike to it ſelfe: wherin they 
fare as the falſe and leud counſeilors of a 
prince or ſtate, whoe in giuing counceil re- 
dounding to ther owne parricularprofir,and 
not of the Prince or common welth, doo be- 
tray the Prince and the comon welthe : euen 
ſo,the heretiks be traitors ro God and tothe 
holy ſcriptures. And let no man be deceiued 
if ſomtimes they ſeeme ro teach the ſame. 
doctrine that the catholikes do: beryyene rhe. 
true andthe falſe there is bur a hears diffe- 
rence. Bur now fuppoſle they preached in all 
& throughour,the (elf ſame doctrine of faith 
and Sacraments,as the carholiques doe: that » 
they be alſo otherwiſe irreprehenfible of ,, 
"\. BY their 
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\  »»their life in external honeftic :' yea: finallie = 


| 2 9} »» thou Rh they ſpend their blond forthe name 
| = b 65 Rong of Iefus Chriſt: all-this norvvith ſtading, firh 
_ ,, ynitieof the catholikeChurch they be un ſta- 

_ ,, teofperdition. The vic of the Sacraments, 


fefhon of the name of Iefus Chriſte can not 
profit but vnto him which is in the vnitie of 
the catholique Church. Which vnitie who 
holdeth nor, he diuideth the body of Iefus 


ſogreatimporrance as the creed of the faith, 
which isdayly age in the Church dothex- 
xrefſely Chew rhat there is but oneChurch to 


the ſame there isno ſaluation.. , 
- . Suchas come nearthe brinke ofa deep pit, 
or of any dovvneright pirtche,conceiuing the 
horcour of reporal death, all rrembling they 
retier far of, for fear to fall rherin : but there 
1s not any. deep pit or dovvnetight-pitche or 
peril vvhart ſo cuer-in this vvorld yvherein a 


man ſhould conceive {o much feare to fall as | 


into herelic. For in all herefie dvvelleth the 


-- hocrour oferernall death : And to. fall from. | 


the aſlurcd hrmament of the Chutrche in to 
iC0y| | ;  herehie, 


ee 


,, they makea bodyeapart, and hold nor the 


the woorks of mercie,and thegloriouſe con- 


Chit, which is one and indiuiſible :and his. 
 Churchhath norrwo bodyes,  Teſus Chreſt is 
not divided (fayth $.Paul)and that _oing isof 

[ | 


the end that all men might know that outof 
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bottomles pir of him felt: vvhich isas the fall 
of Satan,vvhen he vvas headlonge'throvven 
dovvne from heauen to hel].Letvs then rake 


heed God Chriſtian people of ſeparating of 
our ſclaes, hovv lirle ſo euerirbe, from the 


catholike Church; no, nor in one mo litle 
thought: let vs yeeld vniuerſallie to all that 
the Churchdoth teach ; vvithour reſeruing 


any thing,vvhar ſocuer it be,/ ro'our parricu- | 


lar iudgement;againſt the indgement of the 
Church. TAP hs 0 much any'man ceſer- 
ueth to hisovvn reſolution, vpon his ovvn 
proper ſenſe,in matters of faith: ſywnigh heis 
co the lolſe of hislyfe,ſofarce is he in darknes 
of errouc,ſo near is he to death',, fo much di- 
nided from God, ſo: faſt cleauethy he to the 
denil. Farre from all thoſe! vvhich: have care 
of their ovvn everlaſting ſaluation be that 
deadlic preſumption,vvhich would ſhare his 
faith vvith the Chutch: that is, vvould make 
a choiſe and particular: ſeparation of the 
points vvhichir pleaſerh him to beleeue , or 
not to beleene-vvith the Church t as if that 
| ſyde vvuhcreunto, by our ovvn direction, vve 

 re{o]ue toleane, vvere'to vs a betrer cuiden- 
ce,and clcererreſtimonic than the yniuerſal 


| Churche. This is,in veric deed rocenſurethe . 


Chacch and to make our ſclues indges of 
| the 


OF' CATHOLIKE RELIGION. »y 
hereſie, isto fall from cleauing ro God to the 
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» _THEFIRME: FOVNDATION 
the Church , and of the holy Ghoſt alſo, 
vvhich teacheth her. T his is to be'too roo, 
much ignorantof our own ignorance, vvea- 
_ | knes, and meſure of our ovyn.ſtate and con- 
dition. The iudgement of oge particular ma, 
 hovv vviſe ſocuerhe may be,,is butas a litle 
_ candleinthedarknes of the night,the which, 
' giueth light (cant foyver orfive paſes in cir- 
cumference;but is incotinentob(cured & m- 
uironed withtheexceding force of yniuerſal 
darknes. Wher the Church, (vvhich,asS.lohn 
Apec. 12. ayerh,is clothed with the ſunne, hauing the moon 
ypnder ber feet) dorhe caſt her beames vpon 
the face of the vvhole carth, taking her 
brightnesfrom abouc,anddrawing herlighr 
out of the ſea of the Inrellegence dinine. Avvay, 
_ (ay I) vvith- this preſumption: farre be it - 


from all our friends: farre from the choſen 
and ele of God: farre from al thoſe, vvho 
hane an earneſt deſire of their ovvn falua- 
tion,& woldevvillinglie forſake this worlde, 
ro ſee Godeternillie, and ro/atrain vnto the 
glori of crernal felicitie. | Avvay vvith this 
raſhenes of particularities'in-opinions ſcne. 
red ſrom the Church. This js the verie cockle 

_ of wicked (pitits. / This is the vvay to fall in 
tothe hands of the deuil :'yvho; being nor 
able ro wound: a man-ro death, by making 
himto forſake the. Churchabſolntelie;dothe 
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OF:CATHOLIKE' KELTGION. 29 
yet vyvound anddisfigure rome cv , and 
lincerepurenes of a Chriſtianzinthispointar | 


leaſt, that novy he is not ſound; and {incere; 
norſuch zone as the beaurie:and ftate of a 
chriſtian requireth.' Deformed is that member 

eng prone rome Which is not conformable to _,,,,s 
_ the Whole.Raither ſuffer the ſoule ro be dini- Tw7»'# wm- 
ded from the bodie, with allthe tormentsin 7 wo 
the worlds , than to'be diuided from the congreen. 
Church, otro diſſent from the Chutch'in »» - 
any one/ jote' only , or in'any one ſole litle »» * 
point. He'tharwould agree with the Church »» 
 inall, except one only point,' is nota tatholi- »» 

ke. Faith is more indiuifible than the beamies »» 

of the ſunne; itis norto beholden by halats: »» 

it isa gift of God,and #grace infuſed: andthe »» 

gifrs of God are perfire';/'''For concerning 
faith,whoſoeucr Failech inonearticleis cul- 
 pableinall.And he isno'lefſedtouned;which 

is burrwofingars oner head in water, than 

he which is an hundred! farhoms'dieper*A 

-mans faith, eye, and honour, arethre things 

that cannotendure'to/be/hurt or impared, 
how lirleſocneric be: 'Many-of them which 

have yer fome'linelie roote'inthe Church, 

and hate herefie, doe giuetothem ſelfes ſome 

times liberrie ro blame or' cohtemne cerrein 
obſeruancesand ceremonies of the Church, 

as intheiropinions vnprofitable, +. - > 
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2 THE FIRME' FOYNDATION: 


1.:Theſe lo:do daungeroullie/erre, beſides 


that they: ſhew' herein their beaſthnes, and 


ignorance: fornothing vniuerſallie recciued | 


inthe Church-is:of {mall conſequence, or 
importance. And vynwootthicare they to ha- 
ue any place-inthe Church, andto be parta- 


| kers of the Sacraments of cuerlaſting life, 


which doe diſagree with her in -the leaſt 


 pointthat amancanthink of. Men ought 
- With more reuerenceto indge of ſuch things 


as are approucdand aJowed of the vniuerſal 
Church. When mendebate of humain mat- 
ters, letthen hujmain reaſon take place: bur 


j 


- inthe do@trine of faith, the only authoritie 
of the Churche ougheto rule. Itis nor for vs 


ro take ypon ys tocofirme,andeftabliſh thar 
whereunto wemuſt obey, We muſt in al ſub- 
mit our ſelues wholie ro [tzr tudgemetr; with- 
out/ exception. of anything , whar ſocuer ir 
be: For (0 ſooneas faith is {enered from the 


| Sanctuarieofthe Church, ſhe is gutof her 
natural elemenr: ſhe;hath-no more vital ſpi- 


rit. The Church hath ſecret morijues, & con» 
tderationsrending to the vriliticand preſer- 
nation of her-vninerſal familie incompre- 
henGible to any one priuate perſon':-yet not- 


withſtanding they: haue theyr:foundacions 


and grounds verie firme and ſure, The moſt 


excellent Philofophie that xuer was in: the 


i 
i 
© 
| 


worlde, | « 
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cauſes tothe firſt cauſe immediatlie: hedyd 
not attribute tothe ſunne;; the light of che 


rac nor tocloudes the rain: norrtoeycs the 


Gght: nortocares the hearing; norto orher 
next inſtrumentsof ſenſc the: cauſe of their 
facultic,norwo the feet forceroigoe: nor breas 


thing tothe langes : nor concoction to the 


ſtowak.::not totreesand (ecds/their yerelie 
fcuirs: but he xeducedall chings-immediarlie 
to him; onlie which ſpreadcth abroad his 
benignitie;and beneuolence largelie, frank» 
lie, and freelie in all places: he benderh all his 
forces to:hymalone, hoping by hymonly 


to be ayded:and ſtaying him ſelf upon him 


only; neither rruſting vpon heaue, nor vpon 
earth,ayer; beaſls, plants or rootes;, with in- 
rent ro/koue them as cauſes. And (as a man 
may {ay} he crauerſed through all theran- 
kes and troupcs of the hoſt of all ſecond and 
inſtramental , cauſes apperteining to- the 
-QEconanne or general dilpoſtion of the vnis- 
nerlalnarure;for to approche voto the ſonc- 
raign head-z-rhe Creator of ſubſtances; rhe 
giucrof farmes: the firſt mover: firſt cauſe, 
and caufe of cauſes: to the enderolouc him 
-only , and-ro-giue him only thankes for all 
benelics.receiued, And this Philoſophic of - 

Poo ng Nie. Abraham 


IM; 


1 


worlde,is thatof 4brabz, which Philo deſcri- bln, 
berth. He reduced all theeffedts of che ſecond ****: 
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. + Abraham was asax(hining beam of rhe-in- 
' nocencie of nature before ſinne : which in- 
nocencie'confiſted 'in cleauing' whole ro 
God,and depending yo God in all things: 
nor reſting vp6 him ſelfe, norypon any crea» 
rure: whereupon:alſo God loued /him more, 
and was more reuealed to hym; than to tho- 
ſe that lone: the ſecond cauſes, and-ſearch 
deeplic into them , not ſatisfied otherwiſe 
with the firſt:/- In like maner in'marrers of 
faith, thoſewhich doereſt altogether vpon 
_ the Charchiſhal rather be” illuminated of 
the holy Ghoſt, than rhofe which'doe nor 
giue credir to her, but ypon @caution or con- 
dition of lome natural reaſon; If any would 
know the way how to renderareaſon of his 
yl faith , and of all ob(ſeruances of the Church 
r.Terr.z. -$,Peter thereuntodoeth exhorthim; Andin 
__ dedetheſtudie of ſuch a ſcienceisthe moſt 
_ nobleand moſt worthie that iis in the world: 
only let him be hamble, and holdethis fora 
principle ormaxime: though hewvnderſtan- 
deth nor the-reaſon ofany obferuances: yer 
_ notwithſtandingrhe ſame'is grounded vpon 
- ſome 1uſt reaſon-aboue+ his-capacitie. And 
_  ,vvhen hehathylayed for his ground this hu. 
_ militie , and-comyng afterward to ſearche 
the motiues and'reaſons.of 'the'Churche: 
then the knoiyleige of the general diſpoſi- 
tion, 
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| OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION8 33 
tion, and goucrnement of the Chutch ſhall 
teach him conliderations more deep, more 
excellent, more ample , more;contortable, 
and ſhall repleniſh his mynde with acleerer 
light than the knowleige of al Naturs vvor- 


| kes : and therein he( hal take more pleaſure, 


thanif he had in- his head the collectios and 
gatherings of al the knowleige in the worlde 
faſt ſowed one to an other, and, coulde gi. 


_ ue a reaſon of the whole diſpoſition of na- 


tural things in al parts of the whole frame 
of this worlde. 


In the primatine Church; Siefius the great $n/us. | 


philoſopher called by Chriſtians co the ſtate 
if a Biſhop, vvould not accept the ſame, bur 
with reſeruation of ſome opinions of the 
etlinical philoſophie. The fathers condeſcen- 
ded to his deſire,aſſuring them {clues, that ſo 


excellenta wit would calilie {caſt of al choſe 


releruations of his philoſophical folie,by;c6- 
ference with wiſe and learned men of the 
Church.And in dede this learned man being 
made Biſhop , did ſoone calt away al reſer- 
uations of his ſeueral opinions : ;and confor. 
med him (elfe inal points tothe Church,c6- 
demning him ſelfe,and deriding his own va- 
nitie ,proceding rather from the root of folie 
and pryde ofa philoſopher, than of malice, 
And truelie ro addict him ſclfe obſtinatlie to. 
Ko  P\ C A1ome 


F..-.; 


s 4% & & 
S ELF 
'T+* IE, 


IE? "  IEETTED 
[6 FR Ft 
: © pi 
2 


2 ”' 00/4948 - w—— * 
——_—_——_—_——— n - _ ” ———_—__ _ 
4 7 vn 4 tpn -_ - _—_ 
m _ _ _ —_—_— ; 


Geeſe 2A 


Vak fs 
3 fTHE: FINME FOVNDATION 
ſome particularities of opinions againſt the 
yniaerfalitie, it is the part of one that is igno- 


,, rantof the firſt elements and principles of 
,, Chriſtianitic:and a token vf a { hott and fee- 
,» ble indgemen, that hath a verie { hmal beam 


of brightnes,and is ſo poore of vnderſtading, 
as he1s not hable to conceiue rhar the riuer 
which he dwelleth nexc vnto, is much lefle 


| thanthe Ocean fea: and that the ſterres be 
much greater the they appear to his eyes:eſte 
ming the greateſt things that he knoxweth to 
| bethe moſtthar God can doe in that kynde : 
and conhidereth bur one thing onlie, where 
| heoughtrto conlider;an hundred thouſand, 
perſuading him ſelfe cuermore to haue in the 


compalle of his brain , all that Godis hable 


ro doe,or wil doc, meſuring all things by his 


. . owncapacirie,and ſufficiencie : which is not 


onlie an extreme folic, bur alſo veric daunge- 
rous. for ſuch folk vpon the leaſt motion of 
the deuil wil throw them (clues from the 


high pinacle of the temple down to the 


ground: I meanfrom the firmament of the 
Church,to the bottomles pit of herefie. Wil 


| wethenbeaſſured neuerto erre,and to haue 


our ſpirirequiers,peacible am6g all the wherl 


| Wyndes and tempeſts of herelies ? this is 
 theonlie mean: he that walketh in the ſpirit 


. of the Church, is inthe high way : he goerh 


nor 
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__ OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 36 
not in darknes: he goeth by day , and fettch 
ſure footing.the church is to him a bulwark 
of quietneiſe:a wall of braſle:a ſtay more ſure 
then the firmament of heauen! yea, I fay 


' truelie,more (ute than the firrtyament of hea- 


ven. For rather the heauen ſhal fall in pieces, 
and all the whole frarhie of the worlde Chal 
fall into cofulon,and nature ( halerre, rather 


than che Church hal come to errour inthar' 


docrine of the ſaluation , which ſhe doerh 
ceach her children: And good reaſon: for her 


 ynderſtanding his higher than the vnderſts- 


ding of alt nature: for it is the vncreated yn- 
deritanding , the holie Ghoſt, God him ſelf, 
which doth gouernethe ſame immediatlic. 


And for the Churches fake,heaue,carth,and 


all Nature haue bene made, and doe conſiſt: 
withour whoſe prayers,the frac of the whole 


worlde could nor ſtiad one moment. The 
Angels them (clues ( as S. Paul fayth ) areall wer, 


ro miniſter ro them which receiue the in- 
heritance of ſaluation, which are the childre 


_ ofthe church. 


BurI will noforther open the prinileiges. 
of Grace, the heauenlic and liuelie comforts 
which the children of the catholike Church 
haue , The catholike Churche is the onlie 


fortreſſe impregnable ; rhe wiſeman to her 
wil haue his cecourſc,and ſhalbeſaued, © 
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She is the ſtrong fort of the citic of God, | , 


Smſzz7. founded vponthe rock, whiche can notbe. R 
— {,, vndermined: fortified by the: inuincible for- f 
' ,z Ceof the holie Ghoſt, garded by heauenlie | 
>» armies, vvhich are camped round abour,co. | 

| | palled of all ſides with the fauour of the | 
 almightie. She is thetruecarthlie, Paradiſe, | - 
where the tree of lyfe is planred, whichall of | 

her houſe may frecelie y{e,and thereby receive | , 
nouriſhment of lyfe cuerlaſting. She is the } . 
true houſe of God, where he'doth diſpoſe | : 
his graces, andall his goodes and the ſouue- | | 
raignfelicitie. And who euercan taiſt ofthe | 
fruit of the name Catholike; he (hal fynde | 
hem ſelfe happie, and ſhal,perceiue inthar | , 

he is a Catholike, he is as it were weeded out | 

of him ſelfe ro be tranſplanted in God: and , 
being loſtin him ſelfe, he ſhal fynde him ſelfe | , 
grafred,and rooted in God, in whom he ſhal | | 
ſtand more ſurelie, more liuelie, more happi- | , 

| lie,and be more his own man, thau ſtanding | ; 

in him (elfe :where vpon his ſouleſhalbe fil- > 

led with true,ſound, (parfite, ſoueraign, di. | . 
uine,andeuerlaſting ioye. | 

| Idoenorcallin queſtion whether the ca- : 
tholike Churche be yiſible,nor where ſhe is 7 

| bring a ocietie , notof Augels, orof ſoules F 
ſeparated from the bodie, but of men . She 
mult uecellarilie be yilible,that one may ſay, | | 


there 
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(fayrh S. Auguſt. ) no man could be affured Ang. treft z 
of the vnitie,in the which men maſtneceſſa- 
rilie enter,and holde them ſelfes, to the ende at 

they may be ioyned to the head & communi- T 

cate withall the other members thereof. And ? 

our lord ſhould in vain haue bidden men? 

reſort to the Church, and obey it, if irwere ** 
inuiſible ro the face of the whole wotlde, * 

ſo that ſhe can nor by any manner of wayes 


be hidden,norc darckned in the earth,no mo- 
re than the ſonne in heaus. Yea (ſayth $ Iohn 


Chriſoſtom') it Were more eaſie to pt out the $.c1y. ho.g- 
ligbt of the ſonne, than to darcken the Church* 26 H* 


And thoſe which ſay that the Church which 


was planted of the Apoſtles, and dyd lighten 


theGenriles,isno moreexrant,and that ſhe is 
loſt many aday agoe; and thar ſtrayghrafter 
the Apſtoles ſhe was eclipſed: of her light, 
and became an Apoſtara, in'ſuch'forras the 


 worlde isentered'in todarknes as before:and 


thoſe whichdoe compare her tothe Sinago- 


gue inthe timeof El: thoſe ( Ifay) are ve- 


ric impudent, and their impndencie can not 
be heard with our indignation, for that it is 
contumeliouſe ro the ſonne of God':as if the 


ſonne of God ( which fayd , that he is the 


light of the world , and that he came to re- 
"> G- new 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION, 4 
there is the Church, pointing to her with the 
fingar,and[hewing her to theeye:otherwyle 
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had notdoen that vyhich he promiſed,norx 

| that vvhich he came for; and as yf his light 

| hadþeneas aflaſh of lightening vaniſhing 
* avvay, andnot asa fonne rifing, to chaſe 
' out eftcCtuallie the darknes of the vvorld, 


' This isa mooſt vile and Chamefull aþaſling. 
;* of Chriſts honour and eſtimation : this 


' 1s to take from him the deſerned inheri- 
' rance- of all Nations, yvhich Gop the 
father promiſed vnto him: this is (as 1t 


wvere )ro ſpoyle him of his djgnitic and 


the royal ſcepter, and ro plucke him downe 


'fr6 histhrone,and to take from him his roy- 


al Diadem , vvhich the father gaue him, and 
'ro make, that G OD hat not kept his prQ- 
miſle . They yvyhich vſe thies yvoprdes are 


eApg.in pſalm. not inthe Church them ſelyes ſaych S, Au- | 
gore. guſtin, Thou ſajeſt : that the Church is not ex-. | 


»» Fant, becguſe thoy art not in her, Look vvell 


»» ko the matter: thou arr not in dede ih het; | 


» but ſhe is and ſhalbe extant, though thou 


Numer.z0, 


3.Reg.s, art nor. Al thar the ſcripture doth teach 


Attors, 14* 


6 26. hath bene foretold that the glotje of the ſe- 


cound houſe of God ſhalbe greater then 
he glory of the fiſt; that ſhe ſhal reach 
bo Le ' {from 


' new all, to deſtroye the vyorkes of the 
deuil, and to diſpolleſſe. him of his raign ) 


Marh.:s9, feighterh pans this impudent ſaying. It 
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& | from one fea to another: from the Orient 577”: 5 NL 
) rothe Occident ; thar{ he {hal fill Aſia , Af- _ DNL, | 
e | frica, Grece, Italy ,all rounges, all nations, 77";*- TIES 

t | and the lles ferre of + and that the faniour Mah. z. OLA 
og | ſhal make as is yvere nevy heauens, and. EE 
E | nevvearth: ſotharthe Sinagogue in com- e's 
|, | pariſon of the Church is no more then. $69, 
g | one ſtarre in compariſon of the Sonne, and: Bo 

$ | had bus fevy litle ſpartles of tharlightwhre * 

- | of the full brightnes is ſpred vpon the. pe 

e | Church . Origin ſazth , thatthe firſt figne 149.5. BY 

t | giuen to Gedeon of-the flyle only devved * 

| "a heauen , the carth round about re- 8 

> | maining all drye , did.prefigure the Si- y 

- | nagogue :- andthe ſecaund figne of all the Fy 

| j carth. bedevved , the flyſe contynevving 

. | driedid prefiguratthe Churche . In Daniel 

: | alſo, the Church vvas. ptefigured by the ***** 

. | litle ſtone cut from the mountaine vvithourt 


hand of man , the vvhich hauing: broken 


| the Image of. Gold,, of Syluer., of brale, 
_ of Iron. , and of clay , vvhich did re- 


preſent the Empires of the -vvorld, be- 
came a great. mountaine , and. did fill, 
the. vvhole carth, vyhere vpon' ſand Au; 
guſtin doth. argue againſt the heretikes : 
F the Ievyes be fayd to. be blinde for. 
not hauing ſcene the ſtone being bur. litle,. 
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3 40 THE FIRME FOVNDATION . 

' »3 Whatblindnes is that in them which can nor 

' >» ſee the fame being a mountaige?ſo thole 

>» (faith he) which denie the Church dil- 
perſed throwgh the world, doe not ſtumble 

| againſtdeliclettone bur againſt the mouta1- 
©4.2-54-66. ne. Eſate expreſiely foitold, that the Church 
{hal beas a mountaine manifeſtly, lifred vp 


Matt.;, Abouec the mountaines whervnto all nations 


,, ſhall reſort : vyhich our S4uiour him {clfe 

,, confirmed, ſaying that his Church is a citie 

ſeton a montaine which can not be hidden, 

what hall fay more ({azth $. Auguſtin ) 2 the 
Churche, is {hee not manifctt2/.doe. nor 

9» weſ hew itwith our fingar? and thoſe that 

»» doe not {ee ſo greata mountaine, be they not 

- »» blinde whichagainſt the ſhining candle,pur 

», In'acandelſticke do hur theyreyes ? S. Ber- 

_ nard yritethelegatly hereof againſt the here- 

,» tikes of his time: the ſtone cute without the 

'_ »» hand is becomme the mountainehilling the 

»» vworlde ; andthincke you (faith he )thart itis 

_ »» Within yourdennes?this is ro caliiniatal the 

»» vniverſal vvorld,: Thou maieſt cafily ſee the 

citie ſert vpon a mountaine,the Church ca- 
rhol1que which can not be hidde;Morcouer 
Aug.inpſal. F, Auguſtin (aith, that by Gods prouidence;it 


Fl hath bene ſodiſpoſed,that the reſtimonies of 


Iefns Chriſt are obſcure' in- the olde pro- 
phers;but thoſe of thechurch are manifcſt,to 
PT, Ser je the 


i Ry ” wa =) FP —y _— 7 2. Dr tt 


| OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION: ax 
the end that men ſhould haue recourſe'to 
the Church for coiilei],to learne of hir their 
{aluation. And he faith forther that the 
Church ſithens the Apoſtles time hath not 
only nor loſt any part of her light, bucalſo 


hath alwayes augmented the ſame, ſtill pro-- 


cceding and encreaſyng, as the new mvone 


from (mal light roa greater. Ifany one(ſaith 


he ) doe not perceiue the mooneinthe firlt 


point of hirincreaſing,one mighr excuſethe 


 vveakenes of his eyes: but he rhat doth nor 
perceive theſame in her fulnes, that manis 
larke blinde, From the tyme of the Apoltles, 
vyhenthe Church did nor { hewas yer very 
much hirfacevpon the arth,limple men vwe- 
redeceiued by falſe teachers, ſaying , here is 
the Church, here is Chriſt, vvounding ( as it 


vvere in the dark of themoon) _ and 


po meaning folke:but nowhow' blinde is 


ethaterrethin the ful moone? Pope Leo the S £ee. 


firſt, $. Hilaire, and other auncients , vyhich 


lincd in the mayn courſe of mightic herefies res. 


doe vvitnes, that rhe Church vvas neuer 


darkenid ſithens the Apoſtles, by the infe&tis 
of hereſtes. The Church ( ſay they ) may be 
diminiſhed inthe Globe of multitude of chil 
dren, but not in light and clearnes: muc 
lefſe by the perſecutions of tyrannes: for { as 
ſayeth Tertullian ) the blaud of Chriſtians is the 
Me a 
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ſeed of the Church, and enerie martyr is 4s the 

orayne of Wheate falling on the earthe , which 

Gel. 24-45: bringeth foorth: manye , Poore Cicero 

ſearching the ſoueraigne God, complaineth, 

ſaying, by the diflention of philofophers 

vve are conſtrained to be ignorant of our 

Lord, 'and-can- not know vvhich is he that 

vve ought to worſhip for Lord and go- 

- uernerof theworld . 'T his'can not belayd 

of the Chrcuh; the contradictions which. 

| hererikes doe make againſt her, doe not 

yac.ly, darken her, bur why her rather better 

knowne . and ( 4 Vincentius Lyrinenſis ſayth) 

doe ſcoure her and+ make her brighter, 

geving occaſion to catholikes to vnderſtand 

| elcerlie and feruentlie that yvhich before 

. they beleued conertly and coldly. Anditis 

> cettet that the Church had more knowleige 

of God, in ſome certein articles inthe ryme. 

- - of $. Auguſtin, then'in otherrymes before ;; 
andintheryme of S. Bernard, then in the 

| tymeof S. Auguſtin : andar this day more 

then f he had Face the rxyme of the Apoſtles: 


ſo that ther is now none that ſeeth-norcleer- 
ly in the light of the Charch, except thoſe 
vvhole eyes fatan hath. put out, andevkich 
are will ingly blynde :.fith all now doe know: 
. vyhere is thecheireof S, Peter ,the Church 
_  Catholike,Apoſtolique and Romain Fon 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 43 


kath the name of Catholike', che ſucceſſion 
of _ lxhens S.Perer co this day; the 
conlento 

other wel knowen markes, whiche do dil- 
tingwiſ he the ſame from all falſe religion, 
of panims , of Iewes, and of heretikes, and 
doth make it ſufficiently euident , that none 
can be exculed, neuther thoſe which refuſe 
to ioyne vnto her , northoſe that dodeparr 
from her. I wil nor here (ert downe all the 
 markes of thetrue Church , as if this preſent 
rreatice were to that end , butTſhalrouche 
only ſome few, 


TWELVE MARCKES OF 


the true Church. 
SÞ ne firſt markeof the true Church 


2M is the name Catholike,, which al- 


Res 6) though all heretikes{would pre- 


the place where the Catholikesdoe aflemble 
them ſelues, he durſt nor ſhew his owne Si- 
nagogue.And $,Cmil{ayth, if thou goeſt in a 
. citie, doe not al ke vyhere is the Church, 
nor where the houſe of God. is: for the he- 
retikes ſay that they haue the Church, and 
the howle of god : but alke whereis the 

"4 , Catho- 


| 


peopie, and nations, and _ 


pc 


s 


Srl tend to be theirs, yet neuercould ,_,,,,,, 
they obthainthus much, ( ſayth S. Auguſtin ) cont,ept. fund, 
that ifa Panime demaunded- cf an heretike © * 


Cyril. tat. 18, 
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Catholike Charch, for thar name Cathoe 


likeis properto the holy Church , mother. 


of ys all;thar are,of right beleif: and an he- 
retyke vvould be mocked and laughed at 


_ toſhew his Churche for the catholike. Pa- 


 Athas. ferm, 


2,077. Arra.. 


_ fiusagainſt the Arrians fayth : Chriſtian peo- 


Fo 


 themſelues , but of our lord #1 Whome We haue. 


b LaB.li.g.c.z 0 


cianus hath treated of this point expreſlely 
wherc he (aith: Chriſtian is my nam e,Catho- 
like is my ſurname: thatdoeth name me, this 
maketh me knowne : the name carholike 
isnotderiued ofany one man: it.doth not 
found-any thing of an heretike: it is not re- 
fcrred ro any particullar Authour; ir agreeth 
to the principal head & body-of that tree, 
vvhoſe braunches beinge cutt of ,are the 
{eces of heretikes}: burrhe tree it ſelfe{li- 
ucth, mainteined by his rootc : and.cotinew- 
eth alwaye the ſame, vvhich is all one whole 
body, and called Catholike : buteuerie here- 
fieraketh rhe- name of ſome 6ne which is 
rheauthour therof: where vpon 8: Athana- 


ple neuer tooke their names of their 'Biſhoppe: no, 
We are chriſtians , and ſo named, not of the Apoſtles 


beleued by the voice of Biſhoppes- and Apoſtles, 
Thoſe Which. baue taken their faith of others 
are by good right ſurnamed from the cheefe of their 
hereſfie . Laftantius ſayth , the only Catholike 
Cburchis that Which keepeth the true Worſhippe; 
A of Go4 
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-\._ OF, CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 45 
'of God: this the fountein of trueth , the bouſe of 
faith , the temple of Ged : in Whom if any do not 
enter,or from whom if any doth depart, be cutteth 
bim (elf of from hope of lyſe , and of enerlaſting 
ſaluation: but euerie (ett of heretikes doth pre tend 
that the catbolike Church is on ther [yde :hoW be 

tt bearing the names of Marcionites or. Arrians, 

they ate no'more Chriſtians ; they baue loſt their 
name chriſtianin taking ſtraunge names of men. 

Likewiſe Inſtine the martyr: $, Ireneus s. Tohn $.%/he.g3 

Chriſoſtome, The ſettes ( (ay they ) be called 7,4 ,,59% 

of the name of the arche beretike ,, but tovs , no 17iph. S.\tren. 

man hath giuen 4 naine: faithe it ſelf Whichis ca- "OO 

ebolikg ſurnameth vs ſo : and S.lerome; If tho#t 5. Hieron.cont. 

beare thoſe Which are called Chriſtians, tobeare 4 (#ciferanes. 
name:not of ourlord Teſus Chriſt,but of ſome other, 

( 44 Marctonites , Valentinians ) know ye certently 

that they are not the Church of Teſus Chrift , but 
8 Sinagoge of Antichriſt. nad 4 

Now yow poore abuſed Lutherans and 
Calvinifts, beholde the horroure of your bo- 
thomleſle pitt; you are no more; Chriſtians; - 
and you haueno part in the ſalyation by Te- 
ſus Chriſt . - All auctent Fathers do witneſle 
with one conſent, that the only Catbolike is 

In the Church of Teſus Chriſt; and all that 
bear the name of one particular. man be he. 

retikes, andexcluded from the kyngdome © 

of leſus Chriſt, Thoſe witneſſes can nor be 
| | F repro» 
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reproued: and this is one marueilous iudges . 
ment of God againſt heretikes, and a com- 
fort fpr the Catholikes: by the Creed of the 
Apoltles, itisanecellanie conſequens , that 
any Church (if it bea trac ) muſt needes be 
catholike: bat there is nota ſocizre in the 
vvorld,which doth potlefſe the name Caths- 


 _, the, faueonly the Romain Church. All 0+ 
_ _therswillcall them ſelnes, 4rrians, Lutherans, 


Calairiſts,the reformed Church, Gofpeliers, Pro- 
zeftars,and ſuch other kinds of ſpecial names 
as they haue: but Catholikes doe nor fo ,for 
in all parts of the vvorld ( vyhere the name 
Catholike Church doth founde) it is in- 
tended and vnderſtood , to be the Romain 


 Churche,yea by the heretikes them ſelues. A 


mi that palſeth by Geneva being af ked what 
heis,if he anſ{were,l am a Catholik, is taken 


. of no man there for a Caluiniſt. Seek not here 


ro blynde your fclues again ſo manifeſt a 


; trueh: but forſake both the ſe, and allo 
. the name of theſe wicked deceiuers, the Ar- 


cheheretikes ofthis tyme , which will draw 
you with them ſelues into their, bottomleiſe 
pitt ofeuetlaſting damnation , if you do not 


» enteragain in rothe Church and mount vp 


in to the irmament of Catholikes. 
The ſecound marke of the true Church 

is the ſucceſs;on of Biſ boppes lithens $. Peter, 
Sk | tothis 
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 tothis day, which neuer harh bene interrup- 
ted ; che vvhich ſucceſſion the fathers have 
alwaycs obiected againſt heretikes of their 
ryme as an inuincible argumer,for euen as to 
the 8 66 omg? of KT ec iS nNe- 


ceſſaric: ſoro the procreation of the chil- 


dren of God according tothe ſpirit,the order 


of pxeiſthood is inſtitured, vvhich can nor be. 


continewed Om » bur by ſpiritual 
propa gation from thoſe prieſts whom leſus 
Chriſt did firſt inſtiruce. Ir is nor ſo of kings, 
aSit is of preiſtes, for if all che Kings of the 
carth ſhould faile at once: the people mighe 
create new. Bur if all the prieſts of the world 
ſhould happen to fayle: it is not inthe power 


of all mankinde to make new. Their inſtitu- 


/ 


tion isdinine,and not humain . Ieſus Chriſt 
| him ſelfe muſt come again in' perſon in to 


this vvorld for to inſtitute fom new.S. Ireneus Hren.i.3,%.3- 


fayth, that by this ſucceſſion all hererikes 
be c6founded:for neuer heretike could { hew 


bis next predeceſſor in communion of do- 


&rin,And to proue that the Romain Church 
is the true Church, he rekeneth the Biſhop- 
pee of Rome from $. Perer,ynto $. Eluther the 

opeof hisryme,vvhich vyas the rwelyerh. 
Tertullianss, Euſebims , Proſper , S. Hieronimns, 
S. Auguſtin , Epiphanies, Optatus, and all the 

auncient fathers haue vſed this argumenc 
| againſt 
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| 48 , THE.FIRME FOYRQDATION , 
| - aa againſt heretikes. Tertulkan layth, {hew the 
hs | begining of your churches,and the orderlie 


ſucceſſion of your Bit hoppes deriued by ſuc - 


cefſon fro ſome one of the Apoſtles, as vve 
| doeſhew the orderlie ſucceſſion in the Ro-. 
rw 7:#: main Church,from $.Peter.Account (layerh 
3 ket ans 7 Auguſtin );the prieſts fithens the {tatc of $, 
Fl | Perer: and look in to that order of fathers 
vvhich haue {ucceded one an other: and you 
| ſhal fynde that the Romain Church is the 
| ____ ſameſtone, thattheproud gates of hell can 
| +Aug.cont. op. NOT Vanquil h, And he ſayth further,thart the 
 Junzm. ſuccellion of prieſts in the romain Church- 
by one continual line holdeth him in that 
 Charch.Likerwiſe,Opratus, SheW ( layth he) 
the firit beginning of your chayer , you Which Wil 
chalenge the boly Church vnto your ſelues. And 
Epiphanius hauing orderlie recited the names 


Optatus lib,2, 


of all the Biſhops from S. Peter, vnto Siri. 


Tppb4©-27- cus then Biſhop , Which was the thirtie eight, 
.*  headdeth: Letno man meruail if we be ſoexatt 
in this recital, for by thies things the emident trueth 
of the Church doth alvvayes ſhevy i ſelf. Ifthen 
_ thoſeauncient fathers haue fo greatlie eſte- 
med that continuation of rwelue,twentie, or 
| forty ſouerain bil hops, ſucceſſors of S. Peter: 
| how much (tronger 1s that argument at this 
day for vs which {hew the continuacion of 
 morethan rwo hundred thirtie thre, without 
| | CXCCP= 


Of  CATHOLIXE RELIGION, 4 
exception. This wag is inſoluble : and. 
- all che heretikes of the worlde ca nor anfwet 


- | the ſame;forthe Church can not be without 


prieſts , nor withour Biſ hops and paltors. 


- | There muſt needes be (as $. Paulfayth)lome "ZH 
for the edefying of the body of leſus Chriſt, 6:45 


_ OY OT.” "8 = "0 


tit * ® 


yntil he come-to iudge rhe worlds. And 
{ as S. Hietome (ayth) the Church which is 
without prieſts 'is not a Church: and none 5: Hicrom. 
can be prieſt, 'if he be not ordeined by 
a Biſchop, being ſuccefſor of the apoſto- 
| likeprieſthode; This marke is nor only moſt 
certain;8& moſt euident, but forcible tokn 
the crue Church. for where the ſucceſſion 
of prieſthode is, there is the' ſucceſſion of 
| doctrine; Moyſes, the prophets, our ſauiour him 
| | ſelfe in the Goſpel doth afficme the ſame; $tt'7: 


\ | Now then,weſhew the ſucceſſion of prieſt- 
* | hode of theſoueraign Biſhopofthis tyme, 


\ | by aſcending ft6' predeceſſor ro predeceſſor 
| vpward,vntil wearriue atS. Peter, and enter 


| as it wete in totheſide of Teſus . Your Caluin 


| ſeing him ſclfe by this argumet ſo intangled' Gunn. 
* | that he could not flip away, he ſtriveth, 


he wringeth him ſelfe, he rournerh and to. 


ſeth , he broyleth with fo great rage, as he 


= 
| | Popes, 


pre 
dogge, (eingc 


: 


eth out a wholeflud 'of iniures againſt 


, and Biſhops, Oh the madde 
leerlie that ſucceſſion isa verie 


D 


certein 
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cencin figneof the rrue Church, ro which 


tobcadecciucrſcent of thedeuil: he cafterh 
fcom the poyſanfal pitof his harte,, imuceis 


_ ſufficient todarkenthe keauen., O ye Luche- 


rans, and Caluiniſts, if you be capable of 


reaſon ; if you may be taughe by the holie 


Ghoſt, if you be rouched with the delire of 


.. - your faluation: then examina you withour 


Ub, 4p. 9. 


- | "without Charch, withoutpriclthood , and 
'* without any mediation towards God: for 


mens actions; and them {clues being notin 
' in che Church counterfaic the face of the 


za/hs thisargument :hearkento that which 
—— ownconſciences {hal ceache you , and 
ye notenemiecs to your own ſaluation.For 
bins thartyou haucnotthe ordcrofprieſt- 


| hood from any Biſhop, (accelior to the 


Apoſtles : you are owr of the communion 
of the Charchof IES VS, Chrilt; you be 


that you haue notany preiſt of rhe order of 
the Mediator. Your miniſters be thoſe that 
S. Cipnan {peakerh of , who withoutlawful 
calling, without gods ordinance , ywithour 
ecclcliaſtical order , doc appoint them {clues 
to be head ouerralh men, take rochem fſclfs 
cicles of Biſhops: and like apes, they reſemble 


Church;arcogating to them ſclues her au- 


chocicic,& ruth; bicſling others, being them 
| 73 1", 80g 
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OF'CATHOLIKE RELIGHON. ;t 
feluescurſed of God: promiling life, bein 
the ſelues dead: calling vpon God, beingblaſ: 
phemetrs : adminiſtring prieſthood ,being the 
ſclues PEO EIOIrY cheſelnes to the 


altar 'as inrerceſlors ro God; being the ſelues 


ſacrilegioule\, & pronokers of gods wrath: 


their preaching is not preaching , bur preua- 


rication of the woord of cod:their prieſthood 


is not prieſthood , but aſernice of thedenil, 
and miniſterie of Antichriſte.fot Apes be al- 
wayes Apcs; and never ſhalbe men and he. 
retikes alwayes heretikes', how ſo ener they 
doe counterfait, and nener: (halbe Catho- 
likes,except they enter againin.tothe boſom 
of theCharch, whienette lauful ſucceſſion 
of prieithood of the Apoſtles doth remain. 


'Therhird marke is Antiquitie:for euen as the 


good ſeed was ſowen in the field by the houte 
oulder;before the cockle by the enemie: fo 
itis cetrein,that the crue church is moreaun< 
cient thai the falſe. Now, that the catholike, 
Apoſtolike, and Romain Church is the ſame: 
tharc Is $v s Chriſt hins ſelfe tiath inſtiruted; 
& more auncient then allche fects ofhereri-/ 
kes, this argumer wil forſe them roconfeſle; 

\ In all notable' chaunges of | teligion fix 


things are tobe marked: the Author: the new 


e Where 


opinion : the tyme When it began: the plac 
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_ thatthe Arrians were Impugned by Pope $yl- 
_ eſter, by the Councel of Nice , by S. Athanaſru* 
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amber of foloers When the{lame' began to 
make her ſeparation 'of communion from 
the religion that it dyd forſake. firſt , vve 
know that the Author of the hereſie of Arrias 
was a preiſtof Alexandria named Arrius: of 
Neſtorians a Bil hop of Conſtitinople named 
Neſtorius: of Lutherans a monk ofthe order 
of S. Auguſtin named Luther , Secondlie ve | 
know that the new doctrine of Arriw im- 


' portedthat the ſunne of God was a cteature: 


Of Neftorius, that there was two perſonnes 
inTeſus Chriſt : OfLather, that the Euchariſt is 
nota ſacrifice, and that man is Tuſtified by 


_ thatonely ſpecial faith which he hath of his 


own iuſtification . Thirdlie we know that 
the ſect of Arriusdyd beginnetheyere of our 


_ '  Lordz24-thatofNeſtorius ,jthe yereof 431. 


thatof Luther, rhe yere 1 515. Fowertlie we 
know that the Arrianiſme dyd beginne in 
AEgipte: the herefie of Neſtorius in Thrace: 
that of Lurherin Saxonie . Fiftlie we know 


by S.Hilarie,and many others:the Neſtorians 
by Pope Celeſtin , by the Councel of Epbeſs , by 
S. Ciril,and many others: the Lutherans by 
Pope Leo the tenth: __ Councel: of Trent, 
by all vniuerſities catholikes, and by many. 
Doors. Finally, vye knowthatin the be- 
"We | ©, |}. | glanieg 


i 
. 
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ginning when all choſe archehererikes did 


cparatethem ſelues from the communion 
of catholikes, they were ſmall in number, 
an that cuen then the catholikes were diſper- 
ſd throughout the world in infinitenum« 
bers . None ofall thoſe thinges can beobiec- 
red by the Lutherans and Caluiniſts againſte 
the catholikes . Firit they haue neuerobiec- 
ted vs., the autor of our faith contrary ro 
theirs : neither haue they named vs after any 
particular man, vvhich they wolde verie 
willinglic haue done ifthey could . Secondly 
they doe not ſhew the beginninge of any our 
nevy. doctrine, if they aſcend not vp to. 
the Apoſtles yvhoſe nouelty is ours, and is 
our antiquitie againſt all herefies. They are 
not alſo ha 
our faling from the Church: nor the place, 
neither where it {ſhould haue begun ; nor 
thoſe which did impugne the ſame,as new: 
- nor that any councels ; he bene celebrated 
againſt her: nor finally chatthis our Church. 
catholike, Apoſtolike, and Romain,did ſe- 
_ parate it ſelf from ſome greater, that was. 
efore, in ſuch ſorte as thoſe which did c6. 
municate with che Romaine Church vvere 
fewein member, and-that the reſt of Chri-- 
ſtians werefarre more greater... For it apes. 
ceth by the epiſtles of 3. Gregorie , the Pope 
ll ; 3 which 


blero ſhew any tyme certain of: 


ye 


WY" Ws 
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44 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
vvbich hedid vvrite to the Biſhops of the 
Eaſt,of Afrike,of Spaine,of France,of Italie,that 
almoſte all the Chriſtians of the world did 
c6municate with him. Now it is athovvſand 
yeeres paſt,fithens$. Greg: and thedoCtrine 
of faith vvhich he did teache, is the ſame 
that the Church doth reach ar this day. 
The fowerth marke is contineW ance wiphout 
_ » being interrupted. Iris foretould in Dantel, 
chat the raigne of the church ſhall never be 
diſperſed: and in ſan Paule, that hereſies 
can not .long ſtand : the Churche bein 
like the brightnes of the firmamenr vvhich 
{ hineth in perpetual eternitie; Hereſie is as 
a Comer conceived of the vapours of the 


flud which can notdrye. Herefie is as a flud 
of tempeſt vyhich preſently doth faile:wher- 
of S. Auguſtin ſayth : Be not yon ( ſayth he) 
In iu Þ/4.97 amaſed to ſee the fluds fwellings and 10a- 


«Ad nihiltn 


gm <quade-yyhich runnethdowne,and (hall ceaſe verie 


| C(TT CTIT, 


' runne intheyr channel as long as they could; 
they be ſlydden away : the rootes be drie: 


' they 


earth , vyhercofthe flame ceafeth ſo ſone as 
his earthly noriſhement doth faile . The 
Churcch.in an other ſorte is as acontinual 


 deument tan tinge fora tyme. Ir-isa violence of vvater 


{one : forthe ſame can nor long continue. 
many herelies be alredie dead; they haue 


and hardlie { hal onefindethe marcke where 


tw. ah. ron ans as a. 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. $g 
they were. It is veriecertcin tharche Church 


catholike , Apoſtolike and Roraamn hath c6- 
continued (ince the A 3n her vibble 
brightnes vnto/ this day : vyhich thing: if 
her. uikes doe nor. fullic grant, yer doe they 


confeiſe that] choſe things whichrhey blame 


in the ſame, vvere alredic brought in before 
a thowfand; orewelne hundred; yeres . Bar 
yvhar ' herefie hath cuer laſted 'any thing 
near that ryme 2 yerT vvil confound them by 
this argament: Beforethat Luther did ſtarr 
vp, befydes the Romaine Church, there 
was not in the vvorld but thes religions , Pe- 
ganiſme , Indaifme, ome. , and the 
rchkes of Neſtorrani{me in Greece. Bur iris cer- 
tcin by the conftfon of Lutherans and Cal- 
niſts them ſclues,thar the Church of L xsv s 
Chriſte was not in any, one of thies ſees; 
yvhereofit folowerh that ſhe was in the Ro. 
maine Church, orelsquyte extingniſed in al 
the vvhorld,vvhich can ngtbe. Tralic this 
marke of the true church is famous: for ſy. 
thens Theobutes and Simon Megs the firſt 
Archeheretikes vntil Luther , two hundred 
diuers hereſjes hane had their courſe , wher. 
of ſome were vpholden by veric mightie 
Patrones:: by. Emperours, by kynges, by 
lerned men., making innumerable books, 
out of the yyhich a man yyoulde haue ſayed 
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the largenes of the raigne, And this marke is 
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that they could neuer be blotted . And nor 


withſtanding, by the wonderfull prouidence 
- of God thei beſo; weeded our of the earth, 


that there remaineth nothing arall, nether 
of the followers,nor of their bookes,nor of 


theyr doctrine , nor any {igne atall, but that 
whichis found in the bookes of catholikes ; 


who if they had not written their. names 


' in their books, yve had not knovven thar 


ſuch hercſies had euer bene in the yvorld: 
and there is no doute but the flouds of 


ſhortly. T8 
The fyuerh marke of the true Church is 


| herelies of theis trymes yyilalſo flydeayvay 


verie euident in the Catholike Church, the 


which doth fructifie throughout the vniuer- | 


fal vyorld in both rhe hemiſpheres; And 
the ſunne doth nor ſtreache his beames fur. 
ther then { he. I knowvvel tharſhe hath 
not the temporal regiment of external luſtice 
throaghour the whole yvorld: but ſhe hath 
euerie where obedient childre. So that there 
15 nO ronge, norfpeople,norclimat of coun- 


rrie inhabited , vyhere( if perhaps the moſt 


/parre be not catholikes)yer ar the leaſte there 
are ſome.[ ſay ſome notable number; which 


allamble them (clues in the Church and c6- 


municate Catholiklie in the Sacraments of . 
j is | the 


po 
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_. OF CATHOLIKE ' RELIGION. 57 
the Church : among the Tarkgs, among the 
Perſians , among the Tartarians, among the 
Panymes, throughout the/compalle of rhe 
earth :' forthe carholike Church 1s Not re- 
ſtreined vyithin the bonds of Italre, Fraunce, 
 Spaine, Germanie, England, Polland, Rome, Hun- 
garte, Greece , Si14 , Armenia , Ethiope , Egipt, 
and other countries vyherof the names are 
vvcl knoyynvnto vs, and where the Catho- 
likes be in infinite number: bur ſhe doth 
ſpread her (elf in to the new world, and in 
all thoſe foure partes of that nevy vvorld, 
vyhere ſhe hatch many Churches , withour 
mingling of herefies : of the Eaſt ſyde inthe = 
Indians : of the welt fyde in America : towardes oe. 4 
the northin Iapon,towards the ſouth in Br- "4k 
lia: whar herefic is that, that euer had ſach 
rgond ? As forthe (ectes of Lutherans and "0-4 
Caluiniſts,they haue not paſſed in Alia, nor WE ee” 
into Africa, nor in roGrece,' nor into many FW 
prouinces of Europe . Yea encn in the verie 
 ſpringsof miſchief in the North , where he- 
| | relies haue moſt might; there are nor ewa 6 | as a 
 rownes neighbours poſleſſed of one ſelf ſe, E - 
All hereſie is as a ſerpent . A ſerpent never 79s mY 58 
departethfarre of from his denne, And S. 6/4. de vt. 
Auguſtine fayth very vel that rhe Church yo 
ts cuery \vhere, herefie alſo enery where: Burt 
the Church is one and the ſelf ſame enery 
BY 1-100 P- where 


| 6, 


Tent. lib, & 


preſe. bar, 


and ED g effeRuallie the foules to cod. 


not to a" we to th dead,but to ginedeadbe poi- 


© THE FIRME FOYNDATION 
yyhere, where as hereſfies be not the fame 


euery where : but be of great diuerlitie , the 
one not knowinge the other . Wherof i it 


ras rr ( Lon th he) that none of thoſe is 


the Cathotike C nadir; And he compareth 


herefies to boughes cut from the vine which 


abide in the place vyhere they, fall vvithour 


fructifying: wher as the Church. is theliaclic 
ftocke, which doth bring fruit in all hir 


Cramnchns! throughout whereſo. cucr {he 
doth.extend her ſelf. 


- Theſixt matke is the conqueſt of the World 
by efficacie of doirine , which is the dodrine 


of the true Church, being liuelie , mightie, 
more pearling then any WO edged {(woord 


The Philoſophers (fayth S. Athanaſius ) with 
loftines of learning , and magniticence of 


ſpeche could neuer perſwade any oneciticro 


take their lays of them, for that (fayth he) 
theic dotrine was dead and without force; 

and theic ſpeche did not proceed of the ſpi- 
tir of God,, bur of the ſpirit of man . Neither 


did any man euer read that 'the heretikes 


connerred Idolators or Iewes to the faith. 


Their care. ( ayth Tertullian ). i not toconnert | 
ftraungers to Teſus C «of but to peruert bys do- 
b 


+ irge and ow e which be gk gorgen to ms 


m 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. x9 
ſon to the lining: nor to lifte them vp Which be on 


the grounde "but to mak ethem fall that ſtand vp- 


right . The efficacie of their dofrineis nor 
to edifie;r ſerueth but todiſtroy,and this marke 
doth ſhew ir {elf very opeplie in thies our 
dayes, Here is now the very large harveſt 
of the new world in ripenes. It behooueth 
ro {end workmen: bur from whence dorh 
the Lord of the haruclt rake them > The 
Church catholike , and herefie making both 

rofeſlion to be of leſus Chriſt - their dueries 
are,to increaſe the howſeho!d of Teſus Chriſt 


aſmuch as they can, by conuerting the in- 


fidels to the faith.This not withſtanding be- 
cauſe Ixsvs CnrrsrT vvilnotbeplanted 
in the hartes of ſtranngers by other handes 


then of his deare (pouſe,therfore the catho- 


likes only are they which preache the Goſpel 


to Idolators,and gaine them roleſus Chriſte, 


The heretikes hane neuer drawn the leaſt 
prouince from Paganiſme to Chriſtianitie, 


whet we have converted thEro lefas Chriſt 


the heretikes come aftertyardes tg deceiue 
them.Butmen ſce rhar God doth nor permit 
the worke of conuerting them ,to any other 


thento histrue Church: as we being thoſe 3*-{+c. 27- 
| | Sox.l.6.5. 37. 


Theod.l Fo 


only which. be the fiſhers of men; thoſe 
alone which dravy the ſoules of men from 
the ſea of infidelitie , tothe ſhoarof Chri- 


ſtianirie, 
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66 THE FIAME FOYNDATION ; 
ſtianitie.The heretiks neuerthrowe their net 


ces in ſea, but after that we haue put the fil h 
vponthe ( hoar, then they purall their gloice 
to rob and carie away ſome litle fil he,as the- 
ues & not as hſhers,Euen (o the Gotbes being 


| alredy made Catholike, demaunding Catho. 


like Biſhops for to gouern their churches;Va- 
lence ſent them Arrians for to ſubuert them, 
The cauſe why the hererikes can not conuert 


_ the infidels to the faith is, for that pro. 


pounding the ſcripture , they docinot pro- 
pound the true ſenſe vyhich is properlie the 
ſyyoard of the (pirit, The vvordes of the 


ſcriptures are bat as the ſheath which holdes | 
.the {worde of the fpirire. They then fighting, 


notyvith the fworde , but vvith the ſheath 
onlye, it is no merucll if they doe not pearſe 
the hartes of Infideles . Beſydes thatthe he- 
retikes and [dolaters belonge all ro one elf 
maiſter:Burt in the Romain church, not ontie 
at the beginning,but cuen atall rymes this 
efficacic hath bene found . This is the Ro- 
main Church vvhich did firſt conuert the 
Engliſhe men to the faith in the ryme of 


S. Gregorie the Pope : This is the Romain 
- Church vvhichdid conuert the Saxons] and 


the vvhole coutrey of Almains, in the times. 


_ of Pope Conon,and of Pope Zacharie: This 


- 1s the (clf ſame Church that conuerted the 
Van- 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION.  &t 
Pandales , Bulgarians , Sclauonians , Polonians , 
Danes, NorWaies , Hungarians , Morawans, 
yvith infinite kinges & people , And itis not 
paſt rwoo hundred yeares ago ſyns rhat one 
only mounke S. Vincent of the order of $,Do- 
minike did'conuert to the faith 2 5 o 00. as 
vvel Iewes as fararins . It is in our tyme that 
the new vvorlde receiued the faith tof the 
Romaine Church . And it is nor many yeres 
ago ſyns that ſome Turkes & ſome Ievves 
vvere baptized at Rome,and other places in 


the Romain Church. The Lutherans & Cal- 


uiniſts can not boaſte them ſelves ro haue 
conuerted to their ſe& neither Panimes nor 
Tarkes, norTewes , vvher vpon itdoth ap- 
peare thar they be of the (pirite of the deui}; 


ſichens thar-all their force is no maner of 


waye to getthe Infidels, but only to diſtroy 
the Chrittiars. ,33 
The ſeuenth marke is the conformitie of 


| dotrine Withthe Primitive Church . Now that 


the auncient fathers did teach the fame do- 
Arine that wedoe at this day , and condem- 
ned for heretical that whiche we condemne, 
their bookes beare vvitnes therof; of the 


| vvhich I wil ay further, that who fo euer 
|readeth them {hal neceſlarelie frame to him _ 
{clfacatholike ſpirit, and ſhal neuer after' 

|drinke the yenim of any hereſic, For all thies 


fathers, 
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&@ THE FIRME. FOVNDATION 


fathers , as they vvere well inſtructed vpoſt | 


what ſtares the holy Ghoſt durh reſt him 
ſelf : (o doe they breathe out nothing bur 
humilitie,abatement of preſumprion, abne. 
gation ordenial of them ſelues,aſoueraigne 
reucrence to the Church , a-perperualflame 
of charitie ,andacare of ſpiricual vnitie, and 
as a man might (aye, an indiuilibilitie with 
the Charchs ellioyes : 
The cight marke is hohnes of dorine; ( that 
isto (aye ) vvhen the profeſſion of doctrine 
doth not contein any falſehood concerning 
matter. of faith; nor iniuſtice .concerning 
mancrs : by the vyhich marke;, it is con. 
uicted that rhere is no true. Church-in the 
vyorld but the catholike Church. For there 
15nota {cftin the vvorld be irof the Parimes, 
ewes , Turkes, or of heretikes as vvel olde as 
new, but ir doth contein in her-dottrine 
ſome manifeſt impietie,or ſome iniuſtice di- 
rectly contrary. to realon.asrhe ſet of Cal- 
uin dothimake God authour of {inne: and 
as-much-the cauſe of rherreaſon of Zudas, as 
of the conuerlion of $. Peter:and doth teache 
tharthe chriſtia can nor do any good worke. 
Beſyds rhar,al theyr writings beimpugnours 
of chaſtitie, of virginitie, of Religion :in- 
veihing againl(t faſting , againſt. vovves , 
againſt all orderlie deuotion inthe charch: 
Ml | _ eſta« 


g—_ nd mh, ws cs 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 6x3 
of | eRabliſhing all vice : proucking to difſ- 
im| pate: & laboring rocxtingwilherthefced 
url of immortaline in the harres of men.Burthe 
10. | Churchcatholike is perfaidtlic hoke and im-: 


. 4 
nel maculate in her 


doqme: {he doth teach 
ne manythings inher miſteries aboue reaſon, 4 
nd | butnething againft ceafon :{hedothteache = 
th | to auoideſinne; ſhedoth correcterranſgre(- 
- | ſors; ſhedoch comfort the penitemes : (he 
ie | dothexhonecall her childre ro walke holilie, - 
ne| iultlie, celigioullican all their wayes; andeo 
ng | Havcrhcic veric thoughes holie, purging, Hl- 
ng | laminating , & making them perfect for £0 
n.| preſenrthem holicroGod. Come { ſayth S. 
he | Auguſtin Jtoour Churches; there is nochin 
re | | ſet foorthio ſee, ortofollow yvich is impol- 
es, | fible;nothing vniuſt, norhing impure : 
as| be infinuated, the comandementes of the 
ne | true God ,orhis marucillesdeclared,, or his 
li- | gifresprayſed, or his graces demaunded. And 
al- | ther is noperfeR ioye nor true conſolation 
ad | inthe vyorlde but there: for thatrhere is nor. 
as | anyremifſis of linnes in the world butthere. 
he The ninth marke is holines of lyfe, aſwel ia 
ce. | prieſts as in the people. I Knovy that rhis 
irs | markealthough many doecauilat ir,yeris ie 
n- | forceible:8& morenotorius incatholikes,thi 
s, | inallthe ſeRariesof cheworld. S.Chryſoſtome 
h:.| Gyth,, that allcbe kmdes of Inſlice that the ſer- 
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6 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 


niants of God haue in truth , the ſeruants of the 


denil may haue the ſame in diſumulition. The 


dewl((ayth he)bath bis meeke men, and bu bumble 
men: he hath bschaſte men, bis almes giuers: bis 

fafters, and all. kinde of goodnes that god hath 
created for the [aluation of men ; The deuil bath 


| brought in the ſame kind for to deceine them: tothe 


end that between the true good and the good faigned 


there ſhould be 4 confuſion , by the Which the [pm- 


ple not being eaſebe hable to diſcerne the true good 


from the good faigned ,whiles they ſearching the 


men of God , they light vpon men of the deuil : and 
there w not any thing but onlie charitie ; that the 


vnleane ſpirit can-not counterfeit. 'All apparence 


of Iuftice 1% found in deceiuers except onlie charztie, 
1 but in the onhie ſeruants of God: 
Thehbolie Ghofte-hath reſerued to him ſelf onlie 
this vertue of eharinie in ſuch ſort that by no other 
ation of Tuftice 4 min may ſo el diſcerne Where 
the bole ghott'is ; as by the vertue of charttie. 

All herefiesar te beginninge come maſked 
with a ſuperficial holines , whiche for that 
It is not of the ſpirirof God,can not ſoundlic 


be there ſetled ;* And as the ape learned by 
arte to hold the candle after he hathſtode 
ſome {mall yhile in ftead ofa candelſtik, at 
the ſight of a nut caſte before him Ieauerh 
all for to runne afrerit: even ſo they can not 


long time induce without manifeſting the 


ſpirit 
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| OF CATHOLIKE KELIGION 6; 
firic wherof they be. And as theyrfather 
was a morderer from the beginning,ſo'they 
be come ſtraight waies rheeues , kindlers of 74.7. 
diſcenrtion , worſe then Panimesand Barba- 
rians,and aboue all other vices, Pride is to 
Inſundrie places there be ſundrie bereſies , but one 
only mother pride hath ingendred rhemall , ) 4 alſo 
onr onlte mother the Catheolike Church - bath. 


them peculiar. whereof 'S. Augultia fayth : Aug l, depuf, 


brought foorch all faithſull Chriſtians diſperſed 


througbout the World. | LE 04s 

And all thes herefies doe ſpringe <Arw-4 "IM iy 
dent of ſome euil occaſion. Egefippu ſpeaking £77!” * 
of the firſt heretike, '[ayrh thus . chen the "= pong ” 


 thurcb Was called 4 virgin,not bemg yet corrupted 


by adulterous doftrine , but one Theobutes ſor that Theobures. 
he as denied 4 biſhoprike ; did beginne to troWvble 

and corrupt all things.It apearcth in the eccle. 49. -- —_ 
ſiaſtical hiſtoric that Sims Magug,Valentin, #»p4.4. we 
Marrian, Arrius, and all thoſe olde mon(- Tots 3 
ters did ſpring our from theſe: fordiſdeining 

that others were preferred before chem ,they ,,,. 


made a ſedte 'for ro reuenge them ſelues, £.Coch, in aftis 
WD, 1517. 


being eloquent and of 'grear witt, and of ;,,,; 7.7, 
hoſe thar S. Tohn calleth falſe Propheres Argen. . con. 


iffued out of the throar of the dragon: vn- ,Z-,7 


cleane and deueliſh ſpirits, practiing the 


kinges of the earth. Luther witneſſed his 
owne motiuc in the firſt diſputation aginſt 
E Ecchius 
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66 'THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
Ecchius , crying out, this cauſe is not begunne fot 
theloue of God: Him ſelf hath written thar 
willinglic he would haue denied the preſens 
of leſus Chriſt in the Euchariſt, if the (crip- 
ture had nor bene (ocleare ; for that therb 
( fayth he) he did ſeethat he might do —_ 
hart. to the Papade « He boaſtcth him (elf, 
that kinges, Princes, and Popes, yvere nor 
worthie to yntie the latche of his ſhoes; he 
fayed that he would that they Chould holde 
Him fora holie man whether men would or 
no: that hedid noteſteme muche a thow- 
{ſand Ciprians,a thowland Auguſtins : And for 
to hew more plainlie that his father is the 
king ouerall the children of pride, heſayth, | 
|... thatthedeuildid teache him thatthe maſle 
Conte. Gefs.in WAS an euil thing, and that per{yaded by the 
Biblelwth. reaſons of the deuil he did aboliſhe the 
malle. His one followers them (clues, haue 
deſcribed him tobe aman full of a malitious 
Fraſ.ad vlry, {pixit and withour charitie , Eraſmus (ayth, 
that he wasa manifeſt deceiuer; andthat he 
 didnceuer ce oneof thoſe which haue folo- 
| Wed him thatdid a mend them ſelues , bur 
manye impaired , One of his owne miniſters 
Whriteth 1n this-maner, to theend that all 
the world may know that rhey be not Pa- 
piſtes ,and that they do not truſtany yvhitat 
all in good vyarkes,they doe none at all : and 
hauing 
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having chaunged the ſpirire of humilitie into | 


arrogancie, & reduubling their firſtdiffolu- 


tions withour faſting , without almes,rHyg£«1. » » 


call chat kinde of life an cuangelical h' 
Luther him ſelf hath acknowleged thar his 
owne disciples gaue rhem ſelues to be more 
renengeful, more Couctous , proude, ynmer- 
cifull ;ynrulic, aud muche worle then they 
had bene, then vvhen they vvhere Papilts. 
Which thing the principal Lurherans per- 
cetuing ,- and rhar their corruption vvas 
cheeflie cauſed for that they had taken away 
| auriculer confeſhon , rhey vvhere defirous 

. toreſtore the ſame again by vvay of policie : 
_ & forto conſtraine the people there to, they 


did preſenta requeſt tothe Emperour Char. 


les the fifre , who refuſed ro heare them,ex- 
cept they would vnite them (clues againe to 


MIR ge th Soto m . libr, 
the Church . His diſciples Caluin and Beza Bs, det 


did not ſo much as couer them (clues vvith ,au-:e. 
ſ byes ſkinnes, but beinge verienoon= 


denilsDEMONITIA MERIDIANA 
hane painted our them ſelues as Apoſtatas 
of nature, publiſhing their finnes like So- 


dome , and not hiding the ſame; hell it ſelfe | 


could not caſt forth more filth then the 
ſchoole of thoſe 'abhominable Pentapolitaines 
or” Gomorits, They haue digged ont ofthe 
earth the bookes of impicric and erhnical 
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' 08 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
corruptions vvhich our' forefathers had 
, buried. They haue thereof made commen- 


raries, and put them in french for to infecte. 


_  therwith the vvorld: An horrible thing, 
1 that they haue not bene a{hamed to call the 
ſelues waldins:to write that they helpe them 
ſelues with empoiſoning,, with witchecrafr, 
withe Magick , and with the deucliſ he atte 
for ro Gibiack chew {clues of their ecuil 
 willers. Iwould neuer haue belcued that 
Sathan had bene ſo impudent , if 1 had 
| not ſeen the ſame in their bokes. They do 
___ revileall auncient fathers with { hameful in- 
, | iureis , <xalting the olde heretikes ſo farre, 
thatthey call S. Herome a peruerſe ſpirit, 


'Bexa 1mas - 


Cal.in har,eua. 


and wicked:& IoviniaAanvwWhich was an 


heretike they call an holie man: and ſay, 

that S. Hierom and $. Avguſtin in that, 

that they did gainſeyIov 1 x1 AN were the 

'|f  _ ſelueshererikes. And itis a wonderful doltiſh 
} folie in them whom they hauc bewitched, 
| | that theydoenot recouer any ſpace of time, 
for to conlider their illuſions : and whereof 

it cometh that in their writinges do appeare 

ſo many iniureis, ſuch falſe accufationsand 

lyes, and notany lightof Charitic, or grief 

of ſcandel of theirneighbours,turning ki aC=- 

cidents of diſorder in to mockery or matter 

= _  - ofderraftion,in their behauiours, The fabu- 
= loule 


ſo many calamiries as they haue made where 
they haue paſſed by . If their ſeftaries ſeing 
their ſteppes did caſt ther eyes towardes the, 
for ro conhderby the motion of vyhar ſpirit 
they haue burned our Churches, martired, 
cruellie our prieſtes, deſtroyed our: howſes, 
&committeda million of inhumaniries, they 
ſhould ſee that ſuch rhinges 'be nor the. 
markes of the true church. The fpirir of God: 
is not inarempeſt of wind ouerthrowing the: 
monreignes and breaking the ſtones it is 


not in athundefing commotion; itis not in 


in fier which doth diſtroy wher ir paſſerh: 


itis in a foundof a ſpirir, calme, and gentle, 


woorking no harme nor ruine, but creating 


a new & reuiuing in ſach fort, as the (crip- 


tare ſayth thar he did manifeſt him ſelfro 


Elias. As for the Catholike people,it is roo 
true that there be manie wicked , yet there 
are alſo many that fear God, lone rtheyr_ 
neighbour,and endeuor to kepe them (clues 
yndehiled of this world : which had rather ' 
loſe their goodes & theirliues then the grace 
of cod. The catholike people is as the graiige 

JeresP 
their doth not appear to the ejes but rhe! 


ofa laborer fall of theaues of corne,wl 


Of 'CATHOLIRE REEIGION, & 
louſe goddeſſe Arein Homer,did nener make 


(P 


chaffe : Yet if one cometo threſhe the ſhea- 


ues and put the graine bare aparr,' there 
E3 


wilbe. 
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2 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 


| wilbefoundea: good heape, I know men_ 
{ce not the good people goe to gether in. 


troupes ,. but that-the flud of corruprion 


which hath ſwaie, hath ouecthrowen manic, 


and that it ſemerh, (as ſayth the Prophet ) 


_ tharSathan doth reape the field and gather 


the vines, and that God doth nor but gleane 
or leaze after him. Butyer I faye there bea 


© good number which doe fer them (clues 
againſt the. euil ; and continue ſtil ſtanding. 
vpright, holding them ſelues faſtened to 


GOD. and/wilberaither cruſ hed to pieces 
then to ſeperate them ſelnes from him: 


VVho if they fall ſomtrime by infirmitic, 
yet they ile pipe quicny; mainteining 


their cuſtome of weldoing,and praying vnto 
God inceflantlie that he will fortifie them : 


avd when they muſt refolue: them ſelues, 
_ will forſake allthexeſpectes of the world for 


the honour of God; ! Hor 
As forour pricſtsit can nor bediflembled, 


bur that there be dreedfull fcandals,and all 

good people haue;their hartes' wounded to 
{ce the dilorders thar be in them: thoſe men -|- 
thar deſerue_high puniſ hment> have there 
_ the higheſt honours, and the mindes-of the 


comen people, which are moued' more by 


by exemple , than by reaſon, doe fall by ro | 
' much marking the maners of-manye pre- | 


= a ae 


dtd _”_— TP wo \ % "$$ Pw” of 


OF- CATHOLIKE 'RELIGION. or 


lates « Bur what ſo cuer confuſion there be, 


_yerarethere ſome found not ynworthie, diſ- 
perſed here and. there, doing their charge 
with reuerence.. The gricf is that the greater 


parte doth ſurmount the. better.; and there 
are not to furni( he eaeric where . Iris our 
parte to ptaye that when the Ludaſſes & rrai. 
tors ſhalbe gone into-thir. places, Gop 
will giue:vs Mathiaſſes. for ro ſupplie their 
nnnlebas againe . ln the mean tyme,good or 
bad as we . Hay them we honor them,as mi- 


niſters and: diſpenſers of the miniſteries of 


God. We know that we muſt alwaics make 


diſtinction berwene the vocation. and the 


perſon . In minesof golde and filver, one 
{ hal not finde the golde all-pure: there is 
bur one licle;yein vpona grain of the earth: 


Yer menler not for that, to take that veine 


and leauetheearth . Now the golde and the 


filuer be the Sacramentes. and the vyord of 


God: the earth is the corrupted maners. The 
holines of the church coſiſteth not in the perſons but 


in the Sacramentes layth Optatus. The pricſtes 


for thereuerence of their prieſthood ought 
to be as Melchiſedech without father), 


vvithour' mother , vvithour - genealogie, Hebr. 


kinges of peace and of Iuſtice : thatis' to 
ſay, all ſpiritual, al pure, allholie, vvith- 


- out flea( helic aftection , as if they vvere - 


T4 : delcene 
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” (THE FIAME FOVNDATION © | 
| deſcended from heauen , not ſubie&.ro the 
_ paſſionsof men: yfthey be 'nor ſuch, if thei 
reach the good and do the cuill,; they be 
like the carpenters of the arke of Noe, 
which raking no care to ſaue them {elues 
did not enter therin : or like the candle 
vvhich giueth light to others and- conſu- 
meth'it elf; or as the markes which { hew 
_ the vvay and ſturre-not from theyr place. 
| Noedid notcaſthim (elfin to the water be- 
cauſe of the yncleanes of the beaftes'vvhich 
weare inthearke: ſo vve muſt not depart 
fromthe Church for the vices of men . If a 
_ ike man {hould refuſe the remedie of a Phi- 


The grace of the Sacramentes is not of leſle 
force for the euill life ofa prieſt : and the di- 
uinitie can not be im Pa 

tion of perſons... If the beams of rhe ſunne 
 donotdefile them ſeluesfpaſſing by vncleane 
places; much lefle doe the Sacramentes of 
god, wich be remedies purging al cotagions, 
 A'man mult nener ground hisreligionvpon 
the perfection of creatures : for that-vvere 
 idolatrie. It is vpon'the vvord, of God that 
he muſt make his foundation . And I vvill 
ſay more, that ir. vyas expedient for vs, to 


hauec for our paſtors, men taken from among 


 fitiorr , for that the phiſition.; him. ſelf is 
ſubictto thelike diſeaſe, heyyere miſaduiſed. 


ed by thecorrup- - 


OF. CATHOLIKE RELIGION. », 
men, which beof.flelſhe and blood as vve 


are, weake and vnperfe as wee, and can 


haue compſſion on vs, forto diſtribute the 
Sacraments according as our weaknes doth 
require. If God had giuen vs Angels for 
paſtors, they would haue required too great 
perfections of vs . God hath giuen to prieſtes 
the miniſterie of his giftes'. Ir is ofrieſies 
thatour Sauiourdorh fſay., as chow haſt ſenr 


me to the worlde, {o/I haueſent them intro 


the world : I haue giuen them thy word,and 
Ido not praie onlie for them, 'but for thoſe 
which Fall beleue in me by their word . 

How contemprible ſo cuer theperſon of the 
prieſt be; I conſider God in him , and not the 
man: and honoring the contemptible man, 
inthat he is the vicar of God, Ihonour God 
more,than if I honored a holie man which 
were perfe&t: becauſe I doe'itnot for any 
other reſpec than for the Joue of God:where 
as in hohe men, itis the holines of life & the 
prerogatiue of vertues whichmaketh them 


venerable . To be hort, we muſt not onlie 


receive Teſus Chriſt in his own'perſon , but 
we alſo muſt receiue the holie Ghoſt in his 
Church: As Teſus Chriſt is the head, ſo the 
holie Ghoſt is the ſoule of the Churche; and 
the chaire of Ieſus Chriſt ſhall nothaueleſle 


priuileige than that of Moiſes . From Moilſes 
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94 THE, FIRME FOVNDATION 
vnto the Meſhas, the Sinagogue alwa wt 
raught the truth:ſo the wt, Meſhas fl 
reach the truth ,torhe end:of the world. _ 
grace ofthe chaire is of thar force ; tharthe 
{amedoth conſtraine rhole to ſay wel which 
do not wet: but manie in-thar chaire do the 
, one & the other. For concluli6 of this marke: 
| Among Catholikes there be good people, & 
all may be(uch: bur among hercrikes there 

be nonegood, nornonecan be .// 

"106.  Therenth'matke is the gloire of inlnakdes 
Seed. ,, Which ber divine operations» furmountmg 

ÞMath. 19. the habilitic of allcreatures , as to raiſe the 

# eh M dead, to makethe blind ro lee, ro helpe the 

Habr. 2. lame, andtocuredliſcaſes vjkvich are natu- 

ug ws ralic incurable ;And this markeis neceſlarie_ 

erwir.Dei c..#. for to perfuade a new faith', or an extraor- 

Te14:d4*Þ'4 Jinarie ſending], even accordingasthe (crip- 

cure and all thekathers doe ws Bar neuer 

were therertue miracles inthe worlde bur 
| _—_ the-Iewes and the Catholikes: The 
Tewes haue not. had anie,fithens Icfus Chriſt. 
The Mahometiſts haue neuer made anie : & 
Mahomerſayth inthe Alcoran; that the mi- 
' - racles haue bene 'giuen to leſus Chriſt, and 
the (word to him'\, The Panimes alſo never 
wroughrany true miracles. Thoſe wich they 
report touching an oxe and anImage yyhich 
did __ Fey caricd inaliue Cavite 
Vit- 


WW CY os 8 GW Ch. OD 


v» TS WAX Ww_ 


nus conſul,as a 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. ys 


virgin, ataſor that did cutawhetſtone , and 77Liu;w. 


fach like,beallight royestending nor ro the 77h, 


viuification orbertering of anie creature, but 
be ſecrettrickes which the deuils mightea- 


filie doe for: to amaze and ro' maintein the. 


folies of Paganiſme . Bur true and liuelic 
ncuer Sathan nor. his{angels ; nor the falſe 
prophets , nor the Panimes , nor the here- 


TonivsandTAc1Tvs haue written of 


blinde to (ee with his fpitle,/ and heale one 
that was lame, and an other that had adrie 
hande, thoſe be the miracles of Teſus chriſte, 
which thoſe prophane perſons wold rob 
him of,for' ro artribute them 'to their Em. 
pereur: and they them ſcluesdiſcouer their 


_ thefr by their owne writtivgs'. TactTyvs 


doth write that the faide blind man ſayd 


_ to Veſpafian;thar he had inrenelation of the 


God Serapis, to come to him . Now the 
Panimes, which had notyet hearde then of 


 I8svs Chriſt,did thinke that the Chriſtians 


did worſhip Serapis , as it doth appeare 
an epiſtle of the Empereur Adriar-to Seruia- 
apeareth in Vopiſcus where he 
ſayth : that in the towne of Alexandria they 


that worſ hippe Serapis were Chriſtians. 
Fn. ;  _  Whereby 


miracles bringing ſound counfort to men, 


$uetontus. 


Veſpalian, rhar he did make one that was: 


— 


tikes hauecuerdoneany « Thoſerhat $'ya- ©" 
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>, 25 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
whereby one may ſee thatthe Author of the 
| healing of that blind , was the:God of the 


chriſtias. The cauſe of theerror in the name 


Serapis,comethof that, thatthe throughour 


_ althe world,men talked of the micacles that 


Ieſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles had done in [u- 


rie,and the countres round about: and did 


not declare them according to the pure 


truth, as comonlie things which be done in 


- countries fer of, be diſguiſed and altered by 
them vvhich report them: & the Panimesar 
altimes haue bene ra( he & foliſhero iudge 


of things to them vnknowen, giuing for 
hiſtoric that vyhich rhey did imagin ; accor- 
ding to theirdarknes,asit appearetheuen by 
the (cripture it ſelf. Euen ſo the Sirias being 
ouercomeby the Iewes, ſaid that the God 
of the lewes vvas the God of Mountanes,and. 
tharthey muſt intrappe him in the »yalleis .: 
Euen {0 Rapſacesdid indgethar Ezechias had 


= deſtroied the aultars of the God of the Iewes, 


/ Tacitus by his writings doth Chewe him 


whe he deſtroyed the idols. Likerwile the Li- 


_ caonians did call Barnabas Iupirer, & S. Paul, 


Mercurie,for that he was the cheef ſpeaker. 


Tn like mannerthe Panimes inthe timeof 


the Apoſtles ynderſtanding that the Chri- 


| ſtians did vvorſhip/leſus Chriſt in the Eu- 
chariſt, ſaidrhat rhey did vvoorſhippe Ce- 


res and Bacchus. And aboue al the Panimes, 
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ſelf tobe a manifeſt ſclanderer of matters Tac.!. 4. bf. | * 


borh Chriſtian and Indaical-. Bar yer to take 
the hiſtorie, as if there -vvere no errour in 
the name of Serapis , and that the deed vvere 
aucrred in the perſon of Velſpalian : / ic 


| vvasnota blinde man in deed, /nor alame 


man indeed which were healed by Veſpa- 


fan . For Tacitus doth write that the Phi- 


ſiciens aſſembled did ſaye, that the diſeaſe 
of thoſe two were curable: that in the one 


the facultic of ſight was not loſt ; and that 


the ſame mightcome again,if they did take 
from him the impediments: As to the other, 
he ſayd that it was calye to helpe hislegges. 


Therefore if the diſcaſes which natuxalie 


might be healed , haue bene cured by the 
craft of the-deuil: that is not atrue miracle. 


And it is credible which Terrullian fayth, 


that thoſe diſeaſes where of the denil, which 71. # Ap 


did hinder inthe one the vic of the eie,and 
in the other the vie of the legges, rothe end 
that he might ſeme to heale,vvhen hedid 
ceaſe to hutrt,and tothe endethat he might 
darken thetrue miracles of Iefus Chriſt,and 
of the Apoſtles. The true, certen;, cuidenr, 
and vnforged miracles haue neuer bene bur 


in the Catholike Church, in the vvhich, 


at all rimes according to neceffarie occahon 


God hath wroughtthem, inthe beginning 
5 by nll init» 


% 


J | 
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in infinite namber : but fithens , that he- 


uenlie plant hauing caſt his rootes through- 
out the earth , and hauing no more need of 


ſuch exiradings they haue bene hkefle fre- 


uented, for that itis nor for the benefite of 
the Church to haue ſo often miracles. And 
yet not witſtanding for the ſpace of theſe 
thowſand yeres there hath no'age paſſed 
without miraclcs in the Catholike Church 


. authentiklic witneſſed , and with out gain- 


Antonin. part. 


 bufd.cap. 23, 


faying : as the miracles done by Tharaſs, 
S. Malachie , S. Bernard , S. Frauncis , $: 
Dominike, and others, which haue made 
the blinde to (ee , reſtored hearing ro the 
deafe, holpen the lame,and raiſcd the deade; 


- And it is not much more then a hundred 


yeares from S. Vincent , he which did con- 
uert 25, thowſland Iewes and Sarafins,of 


whom 3$.dead men weare reiſed from death 
_ to life. Anthoninus which was of his time 


hath written the ſame . Andall the people, 
Chriſtians, Iewes, and Turkes did ſee the 
ſame.Of our time it hath bene written from 
the Indiens newlie diſcouered , thar Francis 


Xauier prieſt, a Ieſuir hath healed ſome of 


the palſey, ſome deafe, ſomedomme, ſome 


blinde: and raiſed onedead, and hath done 


other miracles, witnefling that he was of 


the ſpirirofthe Apoſtles: Andallthoſe holie 


perſons 
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perfons were Catholikes . Manic have writ - 


ten that Caluin-& other new heretikes haue 


ſu borned puore people for to counterfait | 


them {clues tobe dead , to the end thar they 


might raiſethem again in the'aſlemble of 


people, for to' authoriſe their impictic: the 
which counterfaiting to be dead, haue dyed 
indeed inthe a@ of their feyning,ro the con- 
fulion of the deceiuers. In concluſion, the 
marke of the true micacles is not found in 
any place of the world, but in the Catholike 
Church... » <ifFre" =; 
Theeleuenth marke , is the vnhappie end 
of the archeherctikes,8& of princes their pro- 
tectors, and the proſperitic of thoſe that 
have defended the Church. I know how 
much a m4 muſtleane ortruſt to this marke; 
I know that God doth ofce (pare the wicked, 


| and doth farten them vvith Une 419 pany & 


{hevv him (elf more auſtere and hard to his 
true children, to the end to a vvake them 
again , andthatthey remain not ſetled in the 
earth . Therfore our faith hath other ſounde 
groundes ſufficient vvithout authoriling 


her by cnentes ,/vvhich may hane by the wil | 


of God motiuesvnto vs incomprehenlible: 
and may happen ſomtimes vvith-diſaduan= 
tage (in reſpect of the yvorld)) to'the true 
children 'of God, as roddes and fatherlie 


chaſtte | 


Il 
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- chaſtiſementes . But vve ſee ordinarilie that 

God doth ſhew him ſelf ſo: good a father; 
and ſo fauorable-rowardes thoſe vvhich be |. 
couragiouſe to defende his Church , thar 
ouer and aboue the molt happie erernitie, 
vyhich is alſuced ynto them, he doth reward 
them alſo temporallie : and ſtrikes vvith 
ignominie and calamities, thoſe vvhich be 
__ enemiesto him. Among the Archehereriks, 
Simon Magus caried by the deuil in the ayr, 
arthe prayer of S, Perer did fall downe and 
all bruſed died ſhamefullic : Manicheus was 
flaine aliue by the king of Perſia. Monta- 
nus did hang him ſelf: Arrius being abour 
ro goe into the Church, ſodeinlie died of an 
horrible death caſting our his intrailes ; Ne- 
ſtorius vvas catenof vermin . Luther died 
' ſodenlie the ſame night thatar ſopper he had 
tippled ſquare , colfiped, and made all the 
companieto laugh. Zvvinglius yvas ſlaine 
in vyarre againſt the Catholikes : Corolſta- 
dius {laine of a deuil by the reſtimonie of his 
own diſciples.Caluin died yet more milera- 
bly. Among princes,lulian the Apoſtata was 
flaine from heauen , and his bodie vvirhour 
 buryenge vvas ſwalowed vp of the earth, 
Valens burned a liue of the Arrjan Gothes 
vvhom he had fauored . Anaſtaſius vyas 
| ftriken vvich thunder: Hunerick king of 
Te HER Van- 


» 


: 

oy 
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STOP) 


. or being cruellie killed by 


. catholike,he 6, againſt the Pe 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION #&g*- 
Vandals eaten vvith vermin : The 3. Herods, 


asalſo Nero , Domitian , Maximin and all 


the otherperſecutors of Chriſtians be miſe. 


rablie dead, either be killing them ſelues , 

he r oWne men. 
Contratiwiſe all che Emperours and Catho- 
like kinges which hauedefeded the church, 
haue bene glorious inthe vyogld : God hath 
made the rritiphe ouer theirenemics, & hath 
given them their defires. The examples of 


Conſtantin , of Theodoſtus the elder & yon. 


gore Honorius & of others,doth proue the 


ame. So longe as Herachuw.vvas a $00 

1ans 2: 
after thathe bekame an heretike , he yvas 
vnhappic and died miſcrablie : Likewiſe In- 


ttinian . And to be , ſhort, ſfichens thar the 
Emperours of theeaſt , did vvithdraw them 


 ſelues from theRomain Church; they grew 


from daie todaic in decaie, vvaxing weakar 


and weakar till they loſt the Empire . Iris 
apparent that the Emperours of the weſt 
haue floriſhed more or lefſe, according as 
their denocion vvas more or leſle tro the 
church: As for Fraunce vye can not denie 
thareuer it hath jbene in greater glorie and 


 moreredowred tothe world , than when ir 


vvasarefuge ro'Popes; and hath neuer de- 
clined ſo much as yyhen it hath bene againſt 
" F them 
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them. And of our kings,thoſe which haue 
done moſt for the Romain Church , haue 
bene the moſt happie , moſt beloued of the 
people , and moſt dreadful ro their enemies. 
In our time,in the yere 1 53 1. the Catho- 
like Suiſſers had fue batrailes againſt rhe he- 
xetik Suiſſers,and in them all the Catholikes 
did yanquiſ he the heretikes:& making fina- 
lic apeace , inthe firſt article, the hererikes 
did write this clauſe; that from thenſe forth 
they would leaue in peace their confederares 
concerning the point of their true indoubted 
and catholike faith . And the catholikes 
_ thisclauſe: that they yvould leaue their con- 
federates in peace touching the point of their 
faith, vyithout adding this yvords true , iin- 
doubted , Catholike. In Germanie 1 547. 
Charles the fifte vvith a ſmall number had a 
marucilousvictoire of the Lutherans, which 
had an armie of more then threeſcore thow.. 
ſand men. In Fraunce the Catholikes haue 
 alwaies forthe moſt part ouercome the he- 
\ xetikes, asat'the batcell of dreuz, of lerna, 
of Mountcounter, and ſeldome or neuer 
hauethe hererikes in iuſte battrel ouercome 
the catholikes, neither in Fraunce, nor in 
flaunders, nor in Almaine, nor elsvyhere : 
and vve hal ſee doubtles ( vvith the grace 
of God ) that thoſe yvhich ar this daic pur 
" __ them 
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them ſelues in force rodefend the Church, 
God { hal croune them vvith honour and 


glorie, and thal heape vnto them goods, pro- 


perities,and temporal bleſſings, & (hal caule 
his vvrath and all malediQtions and 1{ hames 
to raigne vpon the perſecutors, and vport 
the ſecret traitors vyhich doe fauour he- 
relie. | 

The rwelucth marke, is the 'vnion of the 


membersvvith their loueraine head, which 


is the ſucceſlor,of $. Peter), in the gouerne- 
ment of the yniuerſall Church, Our Sauiour 
being deliroas to giue vs ſuer and ſetreled 
centre in the ſphere of his church,from the 
vvhich all the lines of the doctrine of falua- 
tion {hould be drawen to the circumference 
of the vyorld , did choſe the chaire of S. Pe- 
ter, that is to ſay, the place conſecraced by 
the ſeat and martirdom of S, Peter, the 
vvhich by prerogatiue of honour he did ap- 
pointto be head of che vnitie of his Church, 
making him, not his ſucceſlor ( for it is 
Izgsvs CurirsT him ſelf, vvhich is al- 
waies the onlie true head of his Churche,re- 
maining vnmouable and immortal , and 


vvhich neuer ſhal haue ſucceſſor, making 


it fruitful alwais him ſelf onlie, by his holie 
ſpicic. ) But making him his depute, lifte. 
nant , and vice gerent in earth, in the out- 
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ward miniſterie and ſoueraine iuriſdiction of 
his Church,and afterhim all his ſucceſſors in 
the ſame forte: So that the ſoueraine Bil hop- 
pes be vicars of Ixsvs CnRisT, and nor 
ſuccellors : and ſucceſſors of S. Peter not his 
vicars.who ſo euer wil take from the church, 
that Monarchie called the vicareige of Ix $8 v s 
Chriſt, he vvold haue a floke vvithour a 
paſtor: an armie yvithouta leader : a bodie 
vvithouta head; a building vvithout foun- 
dation: and the ſtarres vvithout their ſonne; 
that is to ſave, he would haue the diſper(is 
of theflocke, the diſcomforture of the Ar=- 
 mie,the death of the bodie , the ouerthrow 
ofthe building , the darkning of the ſtar- 
Tres; he would haue a confuſed chaos ,diſ-- 
_ . ordered & voyd of all proportion,and an As 
narchie or gouernemer, more horrible,more 
confufed and, more diſordered , than the 

| bortomleſle pitir ſelf; he deferueth not to 
be heard . God vvhich is the author of order 
and not of confuſion , vvhich hath appoin- 
redan order among rhe Angels, wil not thar 
we goe mingle mangle in £ ſocierie of this 
world. We know wel as touching the power 
of the order , vvhich concerneth the real bo- 
dic of the perſon of Ieſus Chriſt , allprieſtes 
be equal to S, Peter, and to the foueraine 
biſhoppe in the prieſthood: Bur as touching 
the 
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the Iariſdiction vvhich doth concerne the 
bodice miſticall of the church, there it is 
where there are different degrees, and where 
one ſoucraine head of all prieſtes is requilir, 
which may hold the principalitie ouer all 
the Ckurch. Who ſo euer' dillembleth ro 
ſee in the text of the goſpel the principalitie 
of S. Peter, and of his ſucceſlors, he 1sa re- 
bel ro light, and fleeth the truth,, of (er pur- 
poſe , anddoth { hew that heis iticred by the 
wickednes of a poiſoned hart:for theſe pre- 
rogatiues of S. Perer', which are witneſſed 


Thirtie tvuo 
prerogatines of 


in the goſpel are to be conſidered , Firſt that ,,,.. 


S. Matthew manifeſtlic and expreſlclie hath 
giuentoS, Peter the title of chicfofthe Apo» 
ſtles, And all the Euangeliſtes, making men- 
tion-of the holy college of the Apoſtles, doe 
giue alwaies the firſt place ro S. Peter . Thar 
S. Peter is only he among the Apoſtles to 
whom our {auiour hath chaunged bo name, 
and hath/giuen him one of his owne names, 
moſt famous, wherbie he is often (ignified, 
noted , or deligned in the ſcriptures ( that is 
to ſaie ) therocke: for in thoſe trwothat were 
ſurnamed ſonnes of thunder, the name was 
not chaunged, they had onlie the gyft of 
vehemencie . Now God did neuer put new 
name, but when he made ſome great new 
benefite in the vyorld, giuing vvith the 
£7 BY: name 
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narne the efficacie of the which it doth ſigni- 
fie : as naming Abraham he gaue him to be 
made a father of manie nations : euen fo na- 
ming Perer, he gaue him the firmnes of the 
rockeandot ſtore, forto ground vpon him 
ſome bo new building ._ Lett be alfo c6- 


ſideredthat $. Pereris only he among the 
Apoſtles: to whom the father cuerlaſting did 
reucale, that Teſus yvas Chriſte, the ſonne of 
the living 6o0d.Foral the other holding theic 
peace , & ſuffering the ignorant opin6 bf the 
 c6mon people to preuaile which had fo baſe 
animaginationofTzsvs Chriſt, that they 
did eſteme him only , foreither Elias , for 
the zeale of the lawe; or Hieremie forthe 
holines of Iyfe : or Thon Baptiſt by reaſon 
of his baptizing : or ſome prophet for to re- 
ueile the things ro come: S. Peter only put 
Him ſelf forward nor hauing reſpect to the 
ſubſtance of fleaſhe and blood; but'paſſing 
- on beyond thoſe corporal and huamain thin- 
Uk by renelation of the ſoneraigne father 
e did fee with the cies of the minde the 
ſonne of theliuing God ; and confeſſed the 
gloire ofhis deitic , pronouncing with harr 
& mouth theeſe wordes,ot rather that found 
of thediuinitie and humanitie of I'zsv 's 
Chriſt: Thow art Chrift the ſonne of the lining 
God: as if he had ſaid, thow art not Elias, 
Nd which 
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which was taken vp into heauen, thou art 
Ieſus Chriſt which arr deſcended from hea- 
 uenforto lift vp manfrom the earth: thou 
art not Hieremie , orThon baptiſt ſanctified 
in the woumbes of thir mothers, Butleſus 
Chriſt (anRifying the world : thon art not 
a propherto whom are revealed the things 
ro come, but Ieſus Chriſt which haſt preſent 


in thy light all erernitie . Thoſe woordes, 


be verie high , butthe ſenſe vnderſtood by 
S. Peter , is yet much higher: And it was 
neceſſarie tharit ( hould fo be, that he which 


oughtrto hold the chaire of leſus Chriſt , for 


to teach all the world the true religion, 
ſhould haue that loftines of faith, that 


-greatenes of knowleige,tharferaour of loue, - 


and confeſle the ſame, by the which his c6- 
feflion, as TIeſus Chriſt, had madehim ro 


know God:ſo S.Perer had madeleſus Chriſt 
to be knowen : Wher vpon Ieſus Chriſt hath ' 
therfore loned him aboueall the other ,hath 


_ therfore declared him verie happie and hath 
given him thar greate participarion of his 
name, rocke .And to the end that that name 


ſhould not be void and idle, hepromiſed | 


him rhat vpon that ſtone, he would build 
his Church,and thatthe gates of hell ſhould 
neuer preuaile. againſt the ſame: thatyhe 


would giue him the keies of the kingdome 
a” of heauen 
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of heauen , and that all that he ſholde bynde 
and ynbynde inearth ſhould be bound and 
vnbound in heauen : he hath not {ſpoken of 
giuing the keyes to the other Apoltles.So the 
church is builded vpon the faith and confe(- 


-fion of $. Peter : And the faith which is the 
ſeed of ourregeneration is called the] faith of 


S. Peter: Let thatalſo be conlidered which 
is ſpoken of in S.Luke, rhat the people pre(- 
ſing on our fauiour for to heare the word of 


God: our Sauiour ſeing nearethe lake rwo 


{hippes, went vp into the one which belon- 
ged to S.Peter,where being ſect, he did reache 
the people. And thoſe thar ſailed in the other 
{ hippe tranſported them ſelues into that of 
S.Peter, with Ieſus Chriſt .Letit be further 


. conſidered thatthe two miracles. done by 
, our {auiour in the taking of fil hes, were 
- donejin the { hip of S. Peter, and by the mi- 


niſterie of,$. Peter . TharS, Peter , alſois 
only he among the Apoſtles, that our fauiour 


made goe vpon the waters: for Þhomonly he 


paicd tribute: for Whomonly in particular he 
praied to his father, tothe end his faith 


. ſhould not fayle : to Whom onlie he gaue 


charge to confirme the faith of his brethere: 
of Whom , as head of others, hedid require 
more loue then of others . Whoſe feet be did 
firſt vvaſhe aceordng to S. Auguſtin: to 
> Whom 
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Whom he did firſt appeare after his reſurrec- 19 7 
tion: to Whomonly he forerould his death ,, © 
and death on the croſſe: to Whom onlic he -+- Wo 
ſaid three tymes feed & gouerne my ſheepe, 
meaning his Church : Whome more preci- *': 
ſeliethan others he commaunded ro folowe 
him : Who onlie, vyhen the diſciples were 
{candalized at the vyordes of our fauiour, 
ſaying that he yvoldegiue his bodie to cate, 
anſwered for all the Apoſtles, and fayd: 
Lorde tho haſt the Wordes of life enerlaſtlng, | 
and We beleeue the ſame : Whom onlie among © 

all the diſciples our ſaujourdid baprize with 

his owne handes. Firſt Euodius immediat 

ſucceſlor of S, Peter in the Biſhopryke of Exodiue in 5b. 
Anthioche hath written,that our ſautour 79 $45. 
did baptize onlie the virgin his mother 

among women, fand S. Peter onlie among 

men,and that. Pererdid baprizeS. Andrew 

S. Iames, S.Ihon, andthe others: Thar S. 

Perer alſo as head of the Apoſtles, after he 
aſcenGon of our ſaujour did aflemble the 
church for to chuſean Apoſtle in the place - 
of Iudas: That S. Peter;after theſendingiof ,, 
the holie ghoſt, did firſt preache and conuert - 9. 
in two ſerm6s eight thowſand ſoules:that he ***- 
did the firſt miracle on the lame man, which 

was at the gate of the temple . That he as ſo- 
ueraine indge did condemnethe fraude and 
eg "TMJ  hipo- 


16, 
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hipocriſic of Ananias and Saphira , whom he 
did kill with his woord : That he knew and 
did condemne the firſt notable Archehere- 


' tike Simon Magus: that ro him was directed, 
 astothe head, the viſion of that 1 heete, Ler 


downe from heauen , hauing of all ſortes of 


beaſtes, and comandement to preache to the 


gentiles ; the which viſion doth concerne 


the direction of the vniuerſal Church: that 
- for him as head of the Charch- prayer was 


made without intermiſſion in al the Church, 
ywhich is nor ſayd of anie of the others That 


| he in the Councel of the Apoſtlesdid ſpeake 


firſt as head: Thar he in the moſt holic Creed 


of the Apoſtles did begin firſt, by that high 


woorde Credo, therby making the chriſtian 
religion, areligion of faith , for whoſe ſake 


'$. Paul faith that he went vp expreſlelic into 


Hieraſalem ;; note alſo, thatS. Peter-him 


ſelfe doth teſtifie,that God choſe him emong 


the Apoſtles,that by his mouth the Gentiles 
ſhould heare the woord of the Goſpel,and 
beleene: Letirbealſo conlidered that after 
thar the rwelae Apoſtles had- receiued the 
holic Ghofte and the gifte of all tounges, ha- 


| you. itributed among them (elaes all the 


carth, therinto plant cuerie one in his quar- 


terthe Goſpel of Iefus Chriſt; S. Pereras 
head of the rwelue,is ſent to the head of the 


world, 
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> | world, tothe Queeneofcities, the cheifci- 
tie ofrheRomain Empire; ro the end, thar 
chelavy of truerh which did reacle, it (elf 
for the faluation of all people , might {prede_ 
it ſelf abroode more eafilie from the head to 
all rhe bodie of the world : and vvhere the 
vvorld had the head of his Empire, there. 


the princeof the Apoſtles hath had his ſeare: 
in the citig of Rome: in the which { haning 
firſt ginenorder'to the affaires of rhe Eaſt ) 
he comes him ſelf ro make his aboade, for 
to forme and fet in order the affaires of the. 
weſt, and of all the world : where hauing. 
ended his courſe before the tyme of his Jearh ER. 
leſus Chriſt made vnto him yet one preroga- , 
tiue more, by appearing vnto him , and ſaying 
to him, that he would be glorified by his ;.. 
martirdome within the citie of Rome: Let it 
be further confidered thar the Churches 
founded by S. Peter, (rhar is to ſaye Antioche, 
and Alexandria ) hane bene named thechief 
Patriarchal Churches, anddid goe beforeall ,, ,, . 
r | rheothersinthe Conncels, Let itbeconſi- oP 
e | deredthatin the primarfue Church, inthe ;., 
- | teſtimonial letrers char they ;gaue to thoſe 
e | thatwentin to farrecoſitries, & did chaunge 
r- | theirhabirations, rothe end they mightbe 
is | receiued where they went to the comunion, 
e | there was put doyne in fubfcription after 
| | rhe 
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/ the farſt jenlblo of the names of the father, 
of the ſonne and of the holie ghoſte , thefirſt 
letter of the name of S, Peter, for witnes, 
that (uch a one was Catholike . Finellie ler 
it be conſidered that rhe Church hath made 
a fea(t, or holie date of the chaire of S. Perer, 
fos to praiſe God for the ſoueraign benefit 
that he hath done to his Church, to giue 
him a chaire eminent | aboue the others 
which ſhold alwais be certein,vnto whom 
al the world may haue recourſe, & of whom 
all the world ought to be inſtructed as ſayth 
; Optatus : the which feaſt is very auncicnt.For 
Bede and S. Auguſtin, make mention therof. 
Bur in none of the other Apoſtles are the 
prerogatines found to be called of our ſaui- 
our into the felouſhippe of his name ,andof 
his office and paſtoral'care: and euen of his 
death: tobe the mouth, of the ather Apoſtles 
in all occurrent affaires , nor the other pre- 
rogatiues, the which hane bene attributed 

_ ofallthe aucients, to the ſupremacie and 
principalirie of S, Perer: which being ecui- 
dent in $. Perer,ic is ſuperfluonsto ſpeake of 
them in his ſucceſſors . For it is well knowen 
that our ſauiour giuing a head to his Church 
hath not intended to giueonlie the ſame for 
the time of S, Peter; as if the Church had 
'had no need therof after hin, _ 
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| OF CATHOLIKXE RELIGION, 93 
caſtome of G OD ro make the firſt formes 
of thinges as moulds, and afterwardes ro z 
lerrhe Ns be continewed by ſucceſſion : 8& Fas, 
"propagation according to their nature , | 
TESTIMONIES OF THE 
fatbers,and of Councels,for the ſupremacie 
of $, Peter, | "il 
T ſhould nor be necde full ro *f 
procede here any farder . But be= SM 
= cauſe heretikes beſo impudent 


, # } %. 
- 
= » 
GG HY 
—_— x 
} <7; 


liars, as to fey that the auncient i 
| | (4M 
fathers haue neuer geuen to $. th 


Y Peter nor ro his ſucceſſours Bif hops of 
{| Rome, thoſe names of Prince, of Head,or of 


\ | Soueraigne, I will bring forth ſome teſtimo. it: 
| mes for ro confound them. 
S. Irene, being nere to the tyme , of the ren.4.z.c. 3. 


| | Apoſtles,ſayd . Thar ir muſte neceſlarilie be, 
, | thatall the vniuerſall Church, thar isto ſay, 
| | allche faithfull which be in all the world 
| ſhould reforte ro the Romain Church for 
her moſt high principalitic, and doth adde, 
_ that in this Church, the true traditions of 
the Apoſtles, and the faith vvhich geuerh 
life, hath always bene kepr. k b 
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S., Ciprian,; he which forſakerh the | 
| | Chaire of faint Peter vpon the vvhich the 275 £6 
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9 THE 'FIRME FOVNDATION 
be inthe Church ? Moreouer he doth call 
S. Petcr the head, the fountain the/Roore, 


.* andthe matrice of the Church : He doth at- 


Faieron.cont. 


Targa. 771. 


Hiern. ad 


Dama/.pap. 


tribureto him the ſupremacie of the Apoſtles 
in preheminence of excellent grace; he faith - 
thar vnfaithfulnes can not haue'accelle ro 


thechaireofS. Perer,and that the cauſe of 
all herefies procedeth of this, that men be 
not obedient toone onelic Biſ hop, vicar of 


| Telus Chriſt. | 


S. Hierome: Among the ewelue Apoſtles, 
one ys choſen head for to take away all oc- 


 calionsof ſchilme, And being in the holy 


place of our lords. natiuitie in Iurie,he did 
write to Rome to Pope Damaſus in theſe 
termes:Loc here the faith which I hauclear- 
ned in the Carholike.Church:It Idoe errein 
any maner of fallion as Ignorant, or asmil: 
aduiſed: I:defare that you correte me, lithens 
that you haue the (cate and the faith of S, 
Peter. And if you allow my confeffion, I 


| proteſt then bouldclie againſt whoſocuer 


ſhal reproue me:rhat I am not ignorant , & 
that he is wicked oran heretike . Your citie 
of Rome is happie , where the faith of the 
fachers kepeth ir ſelfe vncorrupted. Here the 


enil children haue conſumed their Patri- 
monie. Herethe good graine is degenerate 
into cockle, whereas your Rome being all-- 


Waycs 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION, 595 
wayesfertile with diuine ſcede,warered with 
heaucnlie graces,fructified in one ſelfe ſame 
paritie . Na in the vveſt, the ſonne of Iu- 
ſtice doth riſe : Here in the Eaſt ,' that Luci- 
fer vvichdidfall from heanen , hath let his 
throne: I pray yow therefore co teach me 
that which I ought to keepe ſecret or viter, 
concerning the Faych,1 { hunne cuerie here- 
tike, I "4 yow onelic , Lam the (heepe 
vvhich demaundeth ſuccour of the Paſtour, 
I ſpeake tro the ſucceſſour of the;fiſher , to 
the diſciple of the Croſſe , I hoyld: me to 
your holined » thatis to ſay,to the chaire of 
S. Peter . I know that ypon this Rocke the 
Churchis gronded , that vvholocueroutof 
this houſe doth eate the Lambe, he is pro- 
phancd, he is not of Ieſus Chriſt: he isof 
Antechriſt .Moreouer he calleth the Romain 
Church a vecrie purefountain , Vyhich doth 
not receineIllutions againſt the faith: vyhich 
hath never noriſhed hereſie: vyhich hath _ 
allwayes continued immaculate, Rufftinus #«f. m 5». 
ſaydalſo that neuer herelie tooke beginning 
atRome. 7 al ge” 
| S. Auguſtine: who knoweth not the ,, 

principalitic of the Apoltleſf hip of $S. Peteris s 5:6 - 24 
ro be preferred before any Bi Lk ? Theft © 
Principalitie of the ApoſtoliKe chaire, hath 
allwayes had force in the Romain Church: 

ys | 9. Pcter 
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S. Peter as concerning his perſon , by nature, 
was but a man ,by grace a,Chriſtian; But by 
more abundant grace, that on & ſelfe fame 
man , is the cheef Apoſtle: and forthe ſu- 
premacie of his Apoltleſhipdoth repreſenc 
the vniaerſall Church. And ſpeaking of 
the Repentance fof $. Perer: Our Lord 
(fayth he ) hath healed the diſeaſe of all the 
bodie inthe head : and in the verie toppe of 
che Church. And praying for S. Peter he 
hath prayed for all;for that the benefit of the 
head doth redounde to the) people . He doth 
moreoyer call che Pope father of the Chriſtian 
eople. | rig Wotlls 
; 4 Ambroſe faith , our Lord aſcending 


. into the onely {hip of the Church , whereof 


S. Peter is the gouernour , that ſhip doth ſo 
ſwimmein the high Sce of the world , that 


thevvorldperifhing, Che ſhall kepe ſafe: (as 


ty 

} [4 : _ 

: ' i | $ s Lg ' : 
} | | | | 
" . ; oy 


did the arke of Noc in the ſhipwrake of the 
world ) thoſe whome ſhe ſhall haue recea- 
ned. And as the flud: being}paſſed , rhedoue 


| brougr into the Arke the ligne of peace : 


euen ſo after the burning of the vvorld, to- 
thoſe whom the Arke of the Church ſhall 
qo ,Teſus Chriſt Chall bringe the ligne 
of his peace & of his loye . ' He ſayth further, 
that Peteris the vicar of the Lone of Ieſus 
Chriſte rowards ys : that heis the ſtone of 

SN 9 __ Churches 


0 I 7 


ſhould be a Schilmatike, and wicked man 


vpan other : 


Who againſt thar ſingular chaire; would ſer 


S. Leo; Ofall theworld onely S. Peter £49/: 1 


is choſen preſident for the vocation of the 
gentiles, & for all the fathers of the church: 
And allthough there be many prieltes and 
many paſtours, emong the people of God: 
YerS. Peter doth gouern them al]: Andic 
was ſo ordained by great prouidence , that 
In cuery place there {honld be one hcad :in 
the greattownes othet ſuperiour heads ha- 
uing more ample Iurifdiction ; by whoſe 
meanes the care of the vniuerſall Charch 
ſhould come to the feat of S. Peter : and that 
nothing ſhould be diſagreing with his ſo- 
ucraigne head. —=_ 

' Proſper, Rome is the ſear of S. Peter: 
PR G A hat 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION 57 
Churches , which, as an vnmouable Rocke, 
conteineth the heape and Toining together 

of all Chriſtian building : Thar , nor S. An- 

drew but $. Perer hath had the primacic and 

care of Churches :; Optatus emong the | 
markes,of the true church puttethrhe chaire 9-55: 
of S. Peter for the firſt, and cheefe . -There is | 
(faith he) but one onely chaire ; which hath 

bene ſer at Rome, where the head of the A- 

poſtles,S. Perer hath bene preſident:in whom 

the vnitic of the chaire is kept of all, and he _ 
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 Proſp.tib.ds A Hatcher of hereſies; the headof all the 
ingrati. world: That which {he can notpoſifle by 
Armes, ſhedoth hold the ſame by rel:gion. 

S.Gregorie :It is moſt cleere ynto althole 

that know the Goſpel , that the care & prin- 

cipalitic of the whole Church hath bene gi” 


uen tos, Peter , Prince of all the Apoltles, by 

__thevoiceofourLord him felfe. _ 
___ i: vg , S.Bede-S.Peter hath ſpecially had the keyes 
of the kingdomeof henuen, & the principali- 
9 i tie of ſudicial power, tothe endethat, al the 
I _ __ Faithful whichare inthe world, might vn- 
| | derſtad,thatwheſoeuer doth ſ{eparat him ſelf 
| from the vnitie of the faith, & of the ſocietie 
\ of $, Peter, hecan not beablſolucd from the 
\ bandes of his/ſinnes, nor be broughrinar 

the gate of the kingdome of heauen.. 

S. Bernard, A mandoubtles very, holy,and 
very farre of from al flattery,obleruing cuery 
Where the ſeueritic of brotherly correction, 
||. Ber.ep. 190. ved theſe termes to Pope Innocent :..we muſt 
K  __bringro your Apoltlel hip all the perils and | 
| {ſcandals whichriſe in the Church,being a 
thing mete that the detriments of the faith 
may be reſtored in that place,where the faith 
ca nor receiue detrimer; forthis is the prero- 
Pernar.t. 2.de gatiue of that ſear. And ro Pope Exgen, Thou 
conſiger. art the great prieſt, the {oneraign Bil hop, 
Prince of Biſhops, Inheretour ofthe Ap 

bn 4: | tles; 
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tles:In Primacie Abel: In PatriarchfeAbra- 
ham: Moiſesin authoritie:$.Peteriipolyer: 8: 
le(us'chriſt ir vnetis; The others hate eutrie Is 
one flokes alſigned: x part; tothe all fockes ns 
are comitted,& thou artnot onely Paſtour of 
Sheepe, butt Paltoit of Tiftoitrg" 7 + 

Among the Greekes, Otis*: Sl irttffrat the 
gouernement” of the Chirehtath bene gi- 
uen'to S; Peter :thar S. Peet is'the cheefe Or 
head of the AG yk more I Fne 


vi! C7 i 


Chill, ill oreat 8 cxelſeile & Srl ro 
be heades, hatie never the Iefle bene ycty wel 
contenr, to be pur be kind'S: Perer vp6 3 whoſe 
Faith che church hath het foundation. | Chryſoftitb. 2 

Io. Chriſoſt:Our lord hath ſhed his blood de ſacerd: 
for to getrogether theſheepe of wh6 he harh 
giuc the charge! ro'S, Pe.& ro his facceffon rs. 
 Hieremie Was father to one nation 'barleſus 
Chriſt harh- ſer $.:Perer otiet all the world. 

S. Baſil: Tefas chriſt himſelfis etulie rhe 22/4 penit. 
immouable rocke,S:Pererisfo by reafon of 
that rocket Iefts chriſt: eminghim his dig- 
nities,doth notſpoyle him ſelfe of chem ,NOY 
hath any thing lefle. DN heap. ah al 
Theoph. bringerh i in our Gojous ſpeakin to verbaConfir- 
'$. Pet. Thouwwhs I hane madePrince kg mak _ renee 1 


__ who after thou hadeſtdenied me, rqrary 
- * no WY X haſt | 
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haſtagain recciaed the Primacic of all , the 
' preheminence of che whole world, who arr 
after me the ſtone, and the foundation of the 
Church,confirme the others,and be ro them 
a good example of cepentance. 
S$. Thomas citeth out of S, Cirill theſe 
woordes , As leſus Chriſt hath receiued of the 
| fatherthe ſcepter of the Gentiles;eue ſo hath 
he plainlie comitted it to S. Peter and to his 
| ſucceſlors; and hath not geuen that which 
1s his own to any other butvnrosS. Peter . 


Epiphaneus : Oecumenis ; Enthymiau: and * 


_ allthereſt oftheauncient Greekes,doe ſpeak 
of this matter confocmably to the Latines: 
. And Origen,and S. Hicrome haue applied 

_ thatplace of S. Pauleto the Romaines, (your 
faith is preached through the vniuerſall world: ) in 
 "theſence of theprincipilitie of the Romain 

Church: Asif S. Paul ſhould giue thancks 


_  - to GOD for theconuerſion of tharplace, 


which {ſhould bethe oracle of the vniuerſal 
Church, and wherofdependeth the conucr- 
ſion of the whole whorld . 
Ephrem the Syrian faith , that, 4s Moiſes was 
Head of the {ocietie of the Hebrewes ; enen 
ſo was S. Pererof the Church of Chriſtians: 
Andasthe one was Prince of the olde Teſta- 
ment: ſ{othe other is likewiſe head of the 
new. 

One 
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One Eritrianus in the time of Emperour 
Emmanuel; Ir doth appear manifeſtlie by 
euidence of rhe thing it ſelfe , that our fa- 
uiour hath appointed S. Peter Prince & head 
for euer, not onely of the Latines and of 
Greekes, but of Armenians , of Arabians, 
of lewes , of Madianites, of all the people 
of the Eaſt,and of the Weſt, of the South, & 
ofthe North. 

The General Councels , which be asir 
were, the cheefe, ſcar of the holy Ghoſte, 
doe teſtifie the Primacie'of the chaire-of S. 

Peter, as it doth appeare in the firſt Councel 
of Nice, where it1is ſayd that the Romain u.y.xe. 
Church is the Rule of the others. | 

In the Councel of Calcedon , where Pope ;4,. cy 
Leo is caled siſhop of the vniuerſal Church, :.-48.: 6. 
' to whom the keping of Gods vineyarde was 
committed, by our ſauiour, 

In the Councel of Conſtantinople, where 
Mena the Patriarche was preſident, it is ſaid: 
we folowe the Sea Apoſtolike, & it we obey, 
with them which communicate withir,we 
communicate : thoſe which are condemned 
by it , we condemneallo. _ 

In the ſeuenth Synod of Carthage the 
ſeat of S, Peter hath primacie through al the 
world , being head of all the, Churches of 

God, ed eh: FOE 


Concil. Conſt 


G 3 In the 


Conct,Lat.c.y. 


Theo hb. 5.cc. 
14.46t.coll, 
| Canthag, 
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_ ,, In:the Councel of Laterane: where the 
Greekes & the Latines were .;In che general: 


Councchof 10s, & inthe Cauncel of Flo- 
rence, by conlſeprof the Greekes & ofthe La-- 
rioes,it is fayd & detined, thatthebolic Apo- 
ſolike Seateand Bil hopricke of. xome,doth; 
hold- the /Ptimacic -oucr all rhe. ypiverſal; 
worlde, thar'thic Popcis the twme. yicar of le-, 
ſus Chriſt, father and doctor of all the Chri-, 


ſtians andiheadof : allthe, Chitrch. 


He:  fhould make.a ;great:- volume-, which ; 
would gather. together allthe teſtimonies of, 
the ſupremacjeof S.Perex;& of his ſuccellors; 
ouctthg Church,This point was ſo.cleerein, 
the primitivechurch, that certain heretikes, 
for ro. procure.authoritie,to-their fect , did 


 faignero hauecomunion. with theR omain 


Church, ſo farre forth, that the Dpnatiſesdid- 
ſuborn a Biſhop of their {e&, whom they, 
caſed eryetaiin atRomeſt creeely, that they 


"might lay. thar they had that. marke of the 


true chant High: is of the chaite of $. Per., 
And they ſaborned an other, which did pra-; 
&tile wichl ſome ral kall fugitives of the cirie. 


of Rome coming fro they ſe. for ro proue by: 


the.that ne was biſh hop of: Rome & ſuccel- 
ſour of S. Peter , bur theſe c6panions being; 
conuicted ofichisfalC hood, Were <ofounded, 
and made ridiculous, } 


Lk OS. | The 


_ "OF:CATHOLIKE' RELIGTON 03 
TheEmperours the ſelues haue acknow- 
leged the biſhop of Rome to be'head of the 
vniuerſal Ch wr: they haue called him, 
Paſtor of Paſtors, father of ſathers, and the toppe 
of the-croWvn ofthe Clergie. And that ſo publik- 


lie,as the Paymin: Authors make mention | 
therof; as ivappearerh in Amianus Mancellinus. 


which named Pope Liberius foucrain Bil hop 


of the Chriſtian law , -and the Emperour Con- 


ſtance cauted S. Athanaſius Bil hop of Alexa- 
driato be {cntto the ſame pope,of purpoſero 


cauſe himyto be condemned by him which - 


hath the foucraign authoritic ouer the Chri- 
ſtians, ' 

Thus'by theſe teſtimonies as wel of the 
Goſpel, as of the anciet ſathers,& Councels, 
and by the practiſe of the Church it (elfe, (1- 
thensthe Apoſtles ro this day , it is manifeſt 
that there hath bene one ſouerat head inthe 
minitterie of che Church, vicarof the ſoue- 
rain head eſſential, Ieſus Chriſt,and ſucceſſors 
of S.Perer,in.that vicareige:to whomal Ca- 
tholikes which are diſperſed rhroughourthe 


world , are ioyned as members totheir head. » 


Loe here 12, markes,ofthetrue church, 
Thatisto ſay, r, The potletiio'8 propertie of 
thename'Catholike 2. Theſucceſlion of the 
| Apoſtolike prieſthood, z.Antiquitie, 4. The. 
long corinuance withourinterruptis. 5. The 
rae 7 G 4 | Lar- 


| a 


wa. 
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largenes of the kingdome: 6, The viftone 
of the whole world, by cflicacice of doftrine, 
' 7- Theconformitic indoctine with the pri- 
mitiue Church, 8.The holynes of doctrine, 
_ 9. The holines of life of the poſletlouts : 
10. Thegloire of miracles: 11.The Infelicitie 
of che impugners,and proſperiticof the Pro- 
reCtours : 12. And thevnion ofthe members 
with their head, the ſucceſlour of S, Peter, 
Theſe are compriſed in fower woordes of | 
the Creed, rhatisto ſay, in that ſheis oze, 
Holy: Catholike. and Apoſtolize.T doe not enter 
here into the groundes of the dodtrin of the 
Catholike Church ; The principal ſcope of 
this prefent treatiſe , was onely to { hew 
that out of the Catholike Church,man can 
. not be ſaued wharſocuer thing he doth, 
| Whereunto I haue added theſe outcward, 
, markes, the which without farder diſputa- 
tion may be ſufficient to cuery Chriſtian ma, 


_ © toreſoluehim ſelfe, rouching all difficuhies 


what ſocuer, for all the controuerſies which 
haue bene, are, and euer {halbe,in the faith, 
doe reſt therein : and are reduced to thar 
onely head , to'finde the true Church. 

Which being ones found , 'a man is out of all 
hazard and peril of errour.For all agree ypon 
- this principle, that there is but one Church; 
and that the ſame can not crre;;/being (as 
i {aich 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. tes 
Gith S. Paul ) The piller and ſeurgrownde of 
#1uth , And therefore, whoſocuer| hall doubr 


of any thing , ( as of Sacramentes, of the In- 


pocatipn of ſaindts, of praying for the dead, 
or of any other point of lerning) he muſt 
onely marke that which the Church doth 
teach thereof, and then, therevponto reſol- 
ue him ſclfe more aſſuredly,then if an Angel 
of heauen were deſcended expreſlely , roin- 
forme him of the ſame , And euery other c6- 
gregation Which ſhal call ifelfe the church 
reaching the contrary , mult needes be con- 
_ vinced of falſchood , of being ſent from a- 
than, of hereſie, and of impictie. 

All the markes of the Catholike Church 
are cuidenly found in the Romain Church: 
The reſpeR of the name Romain, is not to the 
town of Rome but the to chaire of $, Perer, 
which hath that highnes of glory, tohaue 
bene cheefely and eſpecially privileged by 
the prayer and wedry, of our ſauiour , who 

rayed for S. Peter, to that ende that his 
Lich might not faile: and founding ypon 
him his Charch , hath promiſed vnro him 


thatthe proud garesof hel { hall neuer ps: 


uail againſt her, as in fat we ſee thar ſathan 


hath onercome the Churches of the other 
Apoſtles, and ouerthrowen their chaire , In 
Hieruſalem, in Alexandria, in Epheſus , and 
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els where:Burnort the chaire wherewith S,; 
Pererhathiinnobled the citie of Rome , This 

_ Qhurchis onely,inuincible,inſupplantable, 
immouable fro herfoundation: Ir1s the thar 
hath born away the victory of the whole 
world. She hath deſtroyd Paganiſme , ouer- 
throwen Idolaxrie,expelled al hereſftes,tamid 
kingdomes & Empires, ouercome 'the Phi- 
loſophers, driuenaway the darkenes of the 
| world, & hath gained to godall men of good 
will. She hath groden down,and always { hal 
tread down the head of fathan;She hath ben 
euecr {ithes S.Perer,an obieG yntorhe world 
very apparant, asa moiitain of ynderſtiding, 
A burning lighrnot co be quenched, andan 
infallible /Pole ſtzrre, directing the: way! of 
God. To heronelyin the troubleſome and 
rempeitous {ca of variable opinions of men, 
we mult haue regard , She is the quickening 
plant that 60d hath planted in-earth, having 
her Roate in heauen :; Ytisnotpolbble for 
men to root. her'out,, nomore/than itis. to 
throw doxyne God from his heauenhie ſear; 
ypon whom {he is founded All che heteſies 
of the woxld haue bent them {elues-againſt 
that Chuteh: Tiwans, Hypocriges;andeucl 
Chriſtians;haugallautred her,but{he remats 
 ncth yiRorious ,ouctall beg cnemics, hor PX 
\e It k (11 . 3 ; x* \Y IF Y | kn) } | [4 | C 
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the metirs: of men, bur: by. the! efficacieof 
thar ptiyer which our ſaniour made to his! 
father fotthe faith of S. Perer,and to make; 
his promſceffectuall ; The ipromnites of the 
truth itf{elfe cannor be vaine\ 'Tefus Chritt 
ſayd of the remple of Hieruſalerw, that there 
ſhouldnot'oneſtone remayne vpoan orhers 
and foit:came to palle,, The| lewes edeuon- 
redrhem ſ{clnes with might and maine to' 
build the ſame again, but hercamefrom hea- 
uen andplaced 1 {elf in the foundations, for 
to hinder their intrepriſe . He faid of his 
church,thatit ſhould endureaslongas the 
world hal remain, And men doe {ce that 
hitherto:ſhe remnaneth as long asthe world 
hath indured : heanen and earth ſhall paſſe, 

but the wootdes of our Saviour ſhall nor 
paſſe; Let theſe wicked Spirites;; heretikes, 
Schilmatikes , Hypocrites , and deucli( he 
men ,lay theirtembaſ hes; conſpire”, make 
watre,'and:doe all they can againft that 
Church; yet { hal they get'nothing®. They: 


fightagainſt the prayer and'promite of our' 
Sauiour'3 rhey doc fighr/ 'againſt G.oD 


him ſelfe .: The devils have nor gorten the 
vidory in heaucn againſt the Angels, nei- 


their ſhall they get ir in earth againſt the: 


Church: Many Angels did fall', many mem- 


bers oh the Church doc fall dayly: Bur as the 


king- 
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kingdom of Angels was neuer wholly oucr. 


throxven , ſothe whole Church ſhall never 


| beyanquiſhed .. Hel may ſhake the earth, 
but nor the heauens. The Churchis notan 
carrhly building , a building of Adam , a 
building of no other foundationthen natu- 
ral:[t is an heauenly building, whollic ſuper- 
natural and diuine, where of, not man, bur 
God him ſclfe is the foundation , and foun- 
der: and the holy Ghoſt is the Archite& 
which hath gathered rogether theliuely ſto- 
nes: This building is not madeof men borne 
by nature, as the children of Adam ; but of 
men made heauenlie , regenerate by grace,as 
the children of God-Faith which is the bond 
of the bodie of that Church, is abouethe 
. heauen, the obiect of thar faith , which is 
Iesvs: Chrilt, ' Author of that regenera- 


\ tion, doth appertain more to heauen by 


hisdiaine perſon , then ro earth by that hu- 
main nature . Therefore a thowſand hels 
ſhal nenerc be able to preuaile againſt that 
church:who ſocuer thou art therfore which 
haſt ſeparared thy ſelf from thar Church, 
what fo euer thing thou docſt, thou art not 
apparteining to I £ s v s Chriſt: thou are 
a memberof (athan and a pray of egerlaſting 
damnation , Goe about the earth and the 

fce, trott vp and downe the world, and goe 


where 
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where thou wilt ſearching the truth, thou 
ſhalrc nor find the ſame our of this Church. 
The Church Catholike , Apoſtolike and 
Romain is the ſame of whom doth ſpring 6 
riſe as from a center, all the deniring of 
Chriſtianitie;z the chaire of S. Peter is the 
chaire of Ieſus Chriſt,and of the truth it (elf, 
al other chairesarethe chaires of peſtilence. 
Take away fr6 before thy eyes thoſe clouds 
of euil opinions heaped together and thic- 
kened by falſe reportes againſt .ecclcſiaſticall 
perſons, anddoe hinder the ro ſee the truth, = 
- if there be any (potres in thoſe perſons 
which be ſett in the chaire of S. Peter, it 
muſt needes be that all the true children of 
God find them ſeluestherby inwardlic woil- 
ded, and praye to God to make them cleane. 
But in the meane time what lo cuer they be. 
in their maners , thoſe are particular matrers 
perſonal, and ſeparated from the chaire, 
which is a dignitie, authoritie and matter 
vniuerſal, I know thatin manie ther is nor 
acromme of the holines of $. Peter ; & that 
they be ſcandelouſlie gone a ſtraie from the 
life Apoſtolike, but they teach the faith of S. 
Peter & the Apoſtolike dodtrine. Looke not 
then vpon the faultes of the perſons: haue re- 
nem ro thepromiſe and to the prayer of our 
auiour, If the defeces of the minilters be of 
more force with the or beare more {waie 


1 repos 
o 4, 1F F 


-110 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
with the, for toaljenate the from the church, 
than the reuerence of the prayer and /pro- 
-melle [of our fauiour, ro Kepe 'the there; 
' thow art vawoorthie of any other prayer 
and promefic of our {auiour ., *The chaire of 
'$. Peter is the maittretle of the faith : I wold 
that {he werealfo rhe example of holie life, 
Bur what (0-ener (candal there hath bene in 
ſome, rhou ſhalt find others inthe prieſt- 
- hood and people,that better know the faults 
wherinthey are ;;then thei4elf: more lear- 
ned alſo pand lelſe: reprocheable ,in their 
- maners,. and in all pointes lefle imperfect 
then they felf rand are inioyeandin peace 
of their:conſcience/in this Church. There 
they receive: the'{acraments of life eucrlat- 
«ting they-exetcile the workes of charitie, 
* andthere attend the indgoment of God ; 
Doe nor tay/apart to thy ſelfe that thou 
_ . doeſt wort hippelefſus Chrift;thatchou doctt 
belceuethe Golpel; and thatthou doeſt re- 
{olue thy, telt according!'to 'the: exprelle 
word of God; eurn fo ſayd Arrius, Mani- 
cheus , Pelagus , and all thc auncient heretikes: 
Thou doett not wort hipleſus: Iris thy ima- 
gination and thy particular fanſie ( wherof 
thou doeſt make an Idol)  whichthoudocſt | 
worl hipe: 1howdoeſt bowe thy ſelf downe 
' before the woord of the deceinet that hath 


ſeduced 


»* 
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{ſeduced the;& not before the woord of God: 


That which the Church doth teach, is rhe 
expreſſewoord of God:That which the.herez 
tikedoth teach , is the expreſſe woord of the 
deuil,, whichdoth vſurp the judgement of 
the expreliewoord of God-janddoth vie the 
(ame tora baite,to makethe (wallow vp the 
hooke of error... This now is the'verie grea- 
reſt ofal:{ynnes , for wheras al thata ma may 


ſay of the formalitie of {inne, 'it is'no other 


thing bur the turning away and goyng farre 
of from-God ,, :T here is no'crime-which {e- 
perateth-more from God, than herefic: and 
there is not a {inner that 'Tefus Chriſt doth 
hate ſo,much,as the heretike . The finnes of 
workcs, Adulterie, Meſlanghter, couetou(- 


nes andother, doe depriue men of the grace 
of God, burttheidoe notdriue a' man from 
the Charch, neitherdoethey cur away the 


roote of life Which is the faith by the which 
a man may find rhe way roenteragaine intq 


_ grace: but herefie doth 'notonlie take 'away 


grace, but doth alſo cut away the root of life, 
& doth depriue men of the participatis of all 
good things: that be in the church. The ſcri- 
ptureſayth: that faith i the ſubſtace of thinges to 
hoped for:that Without faith,it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God : that the iuſie of God doline by faith: that is 
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toſay breflic, that faith isthe foundation of 
all Chriſtian building . Now herelie doth 
take awaieifrom vs faith ; then onlie hereſie 
is a ſufficient cauſe why the heterike can ne- 
_ uer wel ground his hope , can neuer doe 
worke agreable to God , nor can neuer haue 
the life of the iuſt of God  Theother, linnes. 
be asa tyletaken from the couerture,, or' as 
aſtone drawen from the wall , which doth 
much hurt ro the building: Bur hereſic isas 

it were the yndermyning of the founda- 
_ tion, which doth deſtroye the whole buil- 
ding, Tobe ſhort, this kinde of argument 
is plaine and verie true, thatno man can faue 

| him (elfe without the Sacraments of the 
. Church : The Sacraments be not admi- 
niſtred but by the prieſt, the prieſtes be not 
made buriby the Biſhoppes, Biſhoppes be 
not made but inthe Romain Church , then 
what ſocucr thing that man dorh , it is im- 


z pollible by all impoffibilitiero ſane him ſelf 


out of the; Catholike, Apoſtolike and Ro- 
main Church.Doe not retiſt thees argumets; 
the more thou doeſt enforce they ſelf to 
auyoide them by cualions, ſo many more hal. 
rersdoeſt thou put about thine owne neck, 
\. & {miteſt theaxe in to'thine owne foot: And 
what {0 cuer thy tounge doth ſpeake to 
the contrarie, thy ſoule doth fight —_ 


U 


| 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 113 . 
the: avd thy. conſcience {hal neuer be in. 


reſt, as longeas thou { halt be in hercſie. 
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And S. Hicrom vpon thole words of S.Paul; Hier, in epi. 44 


verie wel thas,;the 


the good things which he in the Church, 


I T.c3. 
that an heretike is ſubuerted, and condem-. * 


ned by his owne proper iugement, ſayth 

ornicator,the adulterer, . 
the manſlacr and other cuil doers,; be drinen.; 
our of the Church againſt theirwilles by the; 
prieſtes;/ Bur the heretikesiof them Cacs. bs 
without conſtraint do depriue them ſclues. 
of the Sacraments of faluation, and of all, 


damning them {clues wittinglic,and throws. 


ing them felucs downe hedlonge from their. 
proper fredome, into the bortomlelle pitt 
ofcuerlaſting perdirion , beth! 014 4 


For concluſion I will exhortthe, as. the. 
| Angels: of God did exhort 'the handmaide 
Agar,. that was departed. with her ſonne 


from the houſe of Abraham , whomto bring 
home again, finding her.in the wildernes 
taking the waie towardes 4egipt, he laicd 
to her :poore il aduiſed Agar,ſeruant of Sara, 


from whence comeſt thou ? and whether 


goeſt thou? rourne; again to thy maiſtres, 
and humble thy {elf vnder her hand: as if he 
wold ſay, thinke on thy cſtite, thar thou 


comelt from a noble bop F riche, ful of 


the opſlioge of God; that thou goclt ro 
H caſt 
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_ caſt thy ſelf as a ſtrayed ſheepe into rhe throte_ 
of the woolf, in the land of malediction: 
* Andall theſethings well thoughr on ;turne 


again to thy maiſtres : and humbling thy 


ſelf vnder her hand, thou ſhalt be happie 


in that houſe, Euen fo will 1 fay to euerie 


heretike , rhinke that thou comeſt from the 
Houſe of the lyuing God , which is the Ca- 


| _ tholike, Apoſtolike,& Romaine Church,in 


_ thewhichonlie is the grace of Ieſus Chriſt | 
_ andthe remiſſion of finnes, and all bleſſings Þ| 
of God: andthou goeſt in to the ſect of a 

deceiuer, which is one particuler man, by . | 
whoſe mouth fathan hauing diuided the |} 


from the bodie of the only Church , it maſt 


neds folow that thou fall in to the borrom- 


lefle pitr of herefie , which is the bortomleſſe 


P 


=o dearh and encrlaſting damnation . | 
ake then the exhortation of the Angel, 
comforter of Agar, if nor, thou ſhalt ſoone 


| merean orher Angel which ſhalbethy deſt- 


royer. If thou haſt erred vnul this tyme, cut 
the threde of thy erronrs : renounce herelie, 
and all neyvnes of opinion; be the diſciple, 
not of any particular man what ſo euer he 


maye be, were he more holy and more elo- 


quent then an Angel , but only of the Ca- 


_ tholike Church , the which can never erre; 


for ſo much as ſhe is gouerned by the holic 
| Ghoſte: 
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Ghoſt; and thar Is svs Chriſt is her head, 
which i is the {eur ground of the Catholikes: 
 vnto the which I pray God giue vs the grace 
ro cleaue, and continue fire and (ure, & 
that we befound Iyuclie members 
of his body,when wethal- 
be iudged. 
| #* * 
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599 | Libellum hunc, Galle intitulatum Du firma- |} 
i ment des Catholiques contre PAbiſme des 
heretiques' fidelter e Gallico in Anglicanum idio- 
ma, per nobilem virum foannem Pauncefote 
tranſlatum, ac per eximium Dominum Dom. 
Thomam Stapl-tonium Anglum , S. Theolog1e pro- 
eſſorem examinatum ac manu eius propria appro- 
b um) Ac poſtremo ex primaria copta ( manu diiti 
3 D- Stapleton ſubſignata ) fideliter ( tefte venera- 
© bih Domino D. Yilbelmo Cledero Preſbytero 
| Anglo ) tranſſcriptum tuto poſſe imprimi, ac prelo— 
committi preſentium tenore atteſtor. ego infraſcri- 
"pics. AntWerpie g. Octob. Anno 15 go. 
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